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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


"IDF RADIO' REPORTS SYRIA'S TIES WITH GOLAN DRUZE 
TA231741 Tel Aviv IDF Radio in Hebrew 1510 GMT 23 Nov 81 


[Text] The Syrian administration has recently selected Nur al-Din Kan j 

to serve as member of the Syrian People's Council. Nur al-Din Kanj is the 
brother of Kamal Kanj, who lives in Majdal Shams and who is one of the major 
Opponents of Israeli rule over the Golan Heights. People on the Golan regard 
this election as a signal to the Golan Druze that Syria is supporting the 
battle of the extremists against Israel. Here is a report by our correspondent 
in the north, Menahem Horowitz: 


[Begin recording] Kamal Kanj and Shaykh Sulyman Kanj tried in the 1950's to be 
elected to the Syrian People's Council but always failed. Their subsequent 
attempts to penetrate the top Ba'th Party leadership were similarly fruitless. 
Only a few weeks ago, when the Syrian People's Council--comprising members of 
the Nationalist Front, the Ba'th Party and the communists--was selected, it 
emerged that Nur al-Din Kanj was one of the 160 members of that council. 

Nur al-Din Kanj is the brother of Kamal Kanj who at present is the leader of 
the opponents of Israeli rule on the Golan. Kanj was only recently released 
from jail after having been charged with instigation against Israel and the 
military government. Nur al-Din Kanj was a senior officer in the al-Ladhiqiyah 
District. 


People on the Golan regard this election as a clear signal to the Golan Druze 
that the Syrian regime has selected as a parliament member someone who is 
associated with the Golan Druze. 


Recently the Syrian regime has been doing everything to influence the Golan Druze, 
particularly by broadcasting television propaganda films and by holding talks 

in Syria with Golan Druze students who have visited Israel. People on the 

Golan have said that in meetings between Druze from Israel and Syria held under 
UN auspices near the Druze village of Majdal Shams, anti-Israeli statements are 
made, particularly by the Syrian Druze. [end recording] 


CSO: 4423/45 























INTER-ARAB AFFAIPS 


ARAB COMMON MARKET IDEA DISCUSSED 
London 8 DAYS in English No 44, 7 Nov 81 pp 44-45 
[Article by Annie King-Underwood: "Arab Common Market Moves"] 


[Text] Arab businessmen are pressing the Gulf states to give them an extra 
edge in the hard fought battles for lucrative trade deals in the oil-producing 
region. They voiced their grievances at the existing levels of trade between 
Arab countries at a recent series of meetings of the Federation of Arab 
Industries in Amman. 





The outcome was the revival of the idea of an Arab Common Market. Business 
circles in the Middle East interpret this as a response to the formation of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council. The driving forces behind the common market concept 
are the two Arab League organisations, the Arab Economic Unity Council based in 
Amman and the Organisation of Arab Industrial Developed based in Baghdad. The 
meetings in Amman were held under their auspices, 


The final Amman communique called for greater cooperation among Arab states, 
especially in trade. During the meetings it was implied that the Gulf states had 
not contributed sufficiently towards the development of inter-Arab trade. 
Federation representatives repeatedly claimed that some states in the region were 
importing goods from non-Arab countries realising full well that a brother Arab 
country produced the same commodity. 


For the Gulf states, the formation of an Arab Common Market is a very long-term 
plan. In an interview with 8 DAYS at the end of last year, the Bahrain's minister 
of commerce, Habib Kassim, summed up the feeling in the Gulf: "To form a pan- 

Arab Common Market would be difficult. We should have more regional markets which 
together, I am convinced will succeed in creating a larger one." Referring to 

the regions outside the Gulf, Kassim added: "I hope that other regions are working 
in the same way so that a pan-Arab Common Market will become a reality." 


On a more practical level the meetings decided that the formation of pan-Arab 
companies should be given priority, specially those concerned with transport. 

It was suggested that Arab Shipping Federation's project to set up a shipping 
company with a projected capital of $100 m. should be implemented as soon as 
possible. Recent studies made by the ASF show that Arab shipping companies have 
only 15 percent of the total sea trade in Arab ports. 


























The importance of setting up a pan-Arab company for land transport was also 
stressed, The Arab Economic Unity Council has agreed to the plans put forward 
by the federations to increase the land and rail networks as soon as possible. 


To coordinate the work of the existing pan-Arab companies, the heads of the Arab 
Mining Company, the Arab Company for Livestock Development, the Arab Industrial 
Investrent Company, the Arab Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Company, the Arab 
Potash Company and the Arab Fishing Company, met in Amman last August. They 
urged the formation of companies similar to theirs dealing with other commodities, 


in order to ensure that Arab states are more closely involved in the develop- 
ment of the region as a whole. 


The Arab Economic Unity Council has been trying to set up a common market for 
the past 17 years, but as its spokesman told 8 DAYS: "We have rot succeeded 
in forming a comprehensive market basically because the area has been riddled 
with internal and external problems. But we are optimistic that in the near 
future there will be more cooperation and maybe one day the Arab Common 
Market will be on the same level as the EEC." 


However, there was a sceptical reaction by an Amman banker: "If we look around 
the Middle East we will see that there is very little cooperation, for instance, 


in the monetary field; how do you expect to have cooperation on wider economic 
issues?" 


CSO: 4400/55 
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_ OPEC AFFAIRS 


MEANING OF NEW OIL POLICY DISCUSSED | 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 81, 29 Aug-4 Sep i, 30-31 


[Article by Sayyid Ahmad: "The Results of the OPEC Conference in Geneva: What 
Is the Meaning of Saudi Arabia's Decision to Lower its Production and Freeze 
the Price of its 0i1?"] 


[Text] Jiddah--Those who follow OPEC meetings and the petroleum market in general 
usually hesitate to make predictions, no matter how carefully they read the news 
and no matter how complete their information is, This is due to the unique 
characteristic of oil as a strategic material which involves political and 
economic factors more than any cther material, 


The last meeting which was held in Geneva reaffirmed this fact. The atmosphere 
which had been prepared for the reacving of an agreement which would set a 
uniform price scale with a maximum price of $34 per barrel, after 2 and 1/2 years 
of anarchy in oil prices, evaporated like a mirage after 3 days of tough negotia- 
tions which included contacts with kings and heads of state. 


The conference began with a surprise, which was the announcement made by Humberto 
Calderon Berti, the Venezuelan minister of oil and mines » that his country would 
not reduce the price of its oil lower than $36 per barrel. The surprise was that 
this announcement came from Venezuela which was being represented by none other 
than Berti, 


Venezuela was a founding member of OPEC and was the leading oil producer among 
OPEC nations during the sixties. This fact makes Venezuela appreciate the 
responsibility involved in maintaining the organization's unity. Berti, in 
particular, is known for his moderation and for his constant effort to reconcile 
differing points of view at stormy meetings. 


Yenezuela has its reasons for taking this position. It can easily market its 
oil production, which totals 1.8 million barrels a day. Half of this oil is 
sold as refined oil to the U.S. and its neighbors in Latin America, In addition 
to this, Berti does not want to arouse a domesiic political storm in his country 
by agreeing to the price reduction, No doubt he is bearing in mind the diffi- 
culties which were experienced by the head of (PEMEX), the Mexican oil corpora- 
tion, when the price of Mexican oil was reduced by $4 per barrel and this caused 
a political conflict which led to his resignation, 














Officially the last meeting does not have the right to issue decisions, It is a 


consultative meeting, as official statements describe it. But the consultative 


meeting can be transformed into an emergency meeting if 10 of the organization's 


13 members decide to do so, 






But OPEC has a traditi rding to which this is not done unless deci 
which are to be announced, are reached unanimously, This is done in orde 
maintain OPEC's unity and image in the eyes of the world, 
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[oPEC] meeting which was 
t's summer capital, was 
st recent visitor being 


Itations never ended after the r 
held last May, Bis bys which is the Saudi 
the scene of vi by numerous oil ministers, 
Shaykh ‘Ali Khalifah al-Sabah, the Kuwaiti minis Also, ‘Ali ‘Abd al-Salam 
al-Turayki, the Libyan secretary of foreign affaii » toured the Gulf nations 
and urged them to conduct talks with Saudi Arabia in order to revise their 
policy concerning oil prices and production, The [oil] ministers of Libya, 
Nigeria and Algeria constantly met and consulted each other, and these efforts 
were crowned by the holding of a mini-conference in Trip last June. 





In addition to this the meetings of the Long-Range Strategy Committee--which 
included the [oil] ministers of Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Kuwait, Algeria, Iran 
and Venezuela, and which were held 2 days before the consultative meeting=-- 
constituted an occasion to engage in more close contacts, 







The prevailing feeling was that the conference wo 
would unify oil prices, setting a maximum price of 
would be followed by Saudi Arabia reducing its pr 





emerge with a decision which 
per barrel, and that this ~ 
tion. It was also felt that 


greater strides would be made in the realm of achieving a united strategy. This 





feeling was justified by what was being said conce the fact that Libya and 


Nigeria were examining the possibility of reducing r prices and on the basis 


of a statement made by Price Sa'ud al-Faysal during his trip to Latin America 
during the early part of this month, During that trip he stated that if the 
upcoming OPEC meeting was to be a successful one, then it would be necessary to 
agree on objectives. The objectives which Prince Sa'ud al-Faysal had in mind 
were those concerning a uniform price and concerning strategy. Thus when 
Saudi Arabia decided to attend, there was even greater reason to feel that 
agreement had been reached and that the ministers would be meeting in Geneva 
in order to set the official wording of the agreement. The statement which was 
made last Saturday by Shaykh Muhammad Ibrahim Mas'ud, the Saudi deputy minister 
of petroleum, only reaffirmed this view. He said that Saudi Arabia had agreed 
to attend the conference after being reassured that agreement had been reached 
to set the price at $34 per barrel. But Venezuela's decision to insist on a 
price of $36 per barrel put the conference into quicksand, according to Dr 
Soebroto, the Indonesian minister of mining and energy and chairman of the 
conference. This position induced the hardliners in Libya and Iran to return 
to their old positions. Iraq suggested a compromise solution, which was that 
of a price of $35 per barrel, but Shaykh Yamani clearly said that he was not 
prepared to go above $34 per barrel, 






























This was the reason for the idea of getting in touch with a. and heads 
state and to have them intervene in order to resolve the situation. Nan Nguema, 
the “tional general of OPEC, said: “We got in touch with the leaders [of the 
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Of course, the oil market represents another reality, Mexico, Britain, Norway, 
egypt and Oman have reduced the prices of their oil in accordance with the state 
of the oil market. However, as far as OPEC is condita the matter was too 
hard to s because of the political factor involved, 










Two Important 





isions 
One of the ers summarized the matter by saying OPEC was undergoing > 
acrisis. Bu € crisis climate did not last long. er the conclusion of 


the conference, Shaykh Ahmad Zaki Yamani, the Saudi minister of petroleum and 
mineral resources, held a press conference in which he announced two important 
decisions: 


1, Reduction of Saudi oil production by 1 million barrels a day next September, 
and a monthly review of the volume of oil Production thereafter, 


2, Freezing the price of Saudi oil at a maximm of $34 per barrel until the 
end of 1982, 


This Saudi decision means several things: 


1, This is considered to have been a generous impulse vis-a-vis the OPEC nations 
which are unable to market their oil. = 


2. This will provide an opportunity to prove the statement made by the Saudis 
that increased Saudi production is not the cause of the indigestion which is 
taking place, Statistics bear this out. Even if Saudi Arabia cut its production 
as much as it possibly could--which would be 2 million [a dayl--this cut in 
production could not be made up for by Nigeria, Iraq, and Iran--not to mention 
the other oil-producing nations--the three of which hope to be able to export a 
combined total of 2.5 million barrels per day. 


3. Monthly review of decisions concerning the volume of oil production is con-= 
Sidered to be a trump card to be used when maneuvering [concerning oil prices] 

because it is possible to increase or decrease the volume of oii production in 

acccrdance with how close or how far away the members of OPEC are with respect 

to the agreement concerning the uniform price, Consequently this is considered 
a strong card to play during the upcoming conference in December, 

















4. Freezing the price until the end of next year means that Saudi Arabia, in the 
future, will not accept the price of $34 per barrel which, according to Yamani, 
has already become "history." This is being supported by the fact that the 
dollar, which is the min currency used in petroleum commerce, has been strength- 
ened and the revenues of the oil-producing countries have consequently increased 
by 15 percent since the beginning of the year, 


5. All of these factors taken together will constitute pressure on the nations 
charging high prices for their oil to reduce their prices and to increase their 
share lof oil production] and in the oil market, ‘Ali Khalifah al-Sabah, the 
Kuwaiti minister, vredicted that all the [OPEC] nations, with the exception of 
Venezuela, Iran, and Iraq, would reduce their prices, 





The lack of agreement concerning a uniform price has not only hurt OPEC, It 
has also hurt Mexico and Britain who were hoping for an increase in the price 
of Saudi oil so that they could also increase their prices, Mexico recently 
took out a loan of $7 billion and is striving to increase its income in any way 
possible, Britain is striving to strengthen the pound sterling, and the only 
way available for it to do this is to increase its oil revenues, Althcugh the 
failure to agree [on a uniform price] has caused a crisis for OPEC, the Saudi 
decision, according to the Libyan minister, is a "step in the right direction." 
This has caused him to change his decision to boycott the next conference, It 
is a characteristic of OPEC that there is always room to narrow the gap of 
differences [among its members] and to work toward preserving the organization's 
unity. But in spite of the differences within OPEC and the inconsistency of its 
share in the international oil market, its influence still remains great. 


9468 
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STRATEGIC BACKGROUND, RESULTS OF SOVIET INVASION ANALYZED 
Bonn DIE WELT in German No 264, 12 Now 81 p 6 
[article by Herbert Kremp: "The Struggle of the Afghan People"/ 


ffext] The general public, both in Bast and West, does not have access to day- 
to=day news about how the war in Afghanistan is going. What little information 
there is, is shot through with propaganda and rumor, Soviet information policy 
has thrown a veil over the combat zone just as Vietnam did in Cambodia and China 
did in February and March 1979 in Vietnam. Communist wars are secret wars. 


But the veil of secrecy does have holes; it is not tight enough to obscure the 
military actions entirely. Thus, it is clear by now that the Soviet Union's 
efforts over the past 2 years to exercise military control over Afghanistan and 
to integrate it politically into its empire have not met with success. On the 
contrary: Since June 1980, 6 months after the 27 Decenber 1979 invasion date 
generally accepted in the West, the Soviets have been drawn into the yortex of 
@ gueriila war that has shaken their military doctrine which had been tailored 
to quick victory . 


Soviet losses (as of October) give an indication, if not the only one, of the 
severity of the fighting. The invasion army has had a casualty tcll of 4,000 to 
6,000 dead and 1,200 wounded. In a broadcast by “Radio Nangarha,"” located east 
of Kabi.l, which was received in Peshawar, Pakistan on 28 October, the insurgents 
Claimed that "one Soviet soldier is killed every 57 minutes," 


Anyone familiar with Vietnam war body counts will be inclined to doubt such fi- 
gures. But the insurgents have begun in the meantime to photograph their victims 
with Chinese and Japanese cameras, Western experts have seen the photographs of 
33 of about 100 downed helicopter gunships (including registry numbers) as well 
as pictures of a third of some 2,500 destroyed trucks and armored personnel caz 
riers (APC) lying by the roadside of the only strategic circular highway running 
from Mesar-i-Sharif to Herat via Kabul and Kandahar. 


Another indication for the serious blow Soviet military doctrine has suffered is 
the rationale for the losses —which are in themselves not serious for a major 
military power—— that is offered to the immediately concerned segments of the 
population. The version put out for internal Russian consumption is that the 
Soviet soldiers were "murdered by the Chinese." Moscow thereby attempts to divert 
attention from the fact that the invasion army is surrounded by the rising waters 
of a popular war which, based on unanimous estimates, is being supported by 98 
percent of the Afghan population and by 90 percent of the administration and the 
army inside the country, either directly or indirectly. This support by far ex- 
ceeds the “enemy quotients" with which the Americans had to contend toward the 
end of the Vietnam war. ; 














Historical Analogies of the Guerilla War 


If one looks for historical analogies for the Afghan guerilla war, Vietnam will 
not do. The Americans were engaged in overseas combat and in a divided country at 
that. They were fighting against guerilla forces which had infiltrated and had 
not become a genuine army until a long period of combat went by and whose cen- 
ters in the north could only be attacked from the air due to a self-imposed re- 
striction on escalating hostilities, The Soviet situation is more like that of 
Japan in her war with China after 1937 or like the campaign mounted by Vietnam 
against Cambodia since 1979, 


The following factors are comparable: A neighboring big power mounts an attack 
with the aim of subjection and political domination. The superior attacking 


forces succeed in making early gains, 


The attacker makes deep advances but is unable to destroy the enemy. Resistance 
is enhanced by the telluric character of the country, by the large areas of in- 
accessible territory, by the scant importance of the cities and the vulnerabi- 
lity of the small number of strategic highways. 


The resistance makes use of its superior mobility. It appears with that particu- 
lar unpredictability that gives the impression to the attacker that the danger 
is ever=present. Combat assumes an iregularity, a dimension of untended, total 
war. 


The guerillas are nurtured by the political commitment of a united people which 
sees its individuality and existence threatened. Due to a simple set of para- 
meters, it assumes both the receptivity ani the destructive power of water. 

Due to a simple mentality, it can iraw on an archetypal political axiom— ‘¢hat 
of distinguishing between friends and enemies, 


Russia itself, in the great patriotic wars against Napoleon and Hitler, knew how 
to put to use both depth of territory, irregularity and the political commitment 
of her people even if not in the Maoist sense of a "long-lasting war." 


Now it is hardly likely that the Soviet strategists are unaware of the Asiatic 
doctrine of a popular war and its dangers for an attacker no matter how well 
armed he may be. There have been enough examples of it since 1945. This is why 
the application of the Blitzkrieg method in the Afghan situation is even harder 
to understand. The Soviets attacked with formations and weapons geared to con= 
flict with NATO unitse— with nine divisions comprising 10,000 men each, 


For all that, they did not come upon the Afghan scene unprepared, challenged by 
unexpected events. The Afghan war theater is divided into three acts of which 
the first began as early as 27 April 1979 when Taraki took over from the comm- 
nist Khalq group in Xabul 

















The Soviet-initiated coup triggered resistance of the Islamic mujahedin, of the 
groups and tribes Hizbei Islam, Jamaat-i Islam, of the Hazara in the center of 
the country and of the Tadziks near the Soviet frontier, In early 1979, presi~ 
dent Taraki concluded the Soviet-Afghan friendship pact. 


Things came to a head when Amin, the leader of the rival commnist Parchan group, 
seized power from Taraki and had him liquidated, Whether or not president Amin 
really wanted to join forces with Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, the rebel leader of the 
Hizb-i Islam group, as the Soviets assert, will remain a mystery, 


It will also remain a mystery exactly who it was that asked the Soviets to inter- 
vene on the basis of the friendship pact—- Amin or Babrak Karmal of the Parchan 
party, who now is the man the Soviets are betting on, Amin, at any rate, was 
murdered by a Soviet or Afghan assassination squad in his villa on the outskirts 
of Kabul, close to the Soviet embassy. 


As for the Soviet invasion, it commenced earlier than 27 December 1979—= in fact 
it started at the beginning of the month. At that time, commandoes who were part 
of Amin's 4,000 Soviet "advisers" occupied Bagram airfield north of Kabul, In 
mid-December, three Soviet airborne battalions arrived there.and then proceeded 
to occupy the two remaining airports in Afghanistan: Shindad and Kandahar, At 
that moment, the Soviet military machine went into action-—- 50,000 men with 
4,000 armored personnel carriers, hundreds of tanks and other heavy equipment. 


4 days later, they had reached all the important centers of the country, to the 
astonishment of Western experts, Traffic jams developed in the crowded settle= 
ments and along the narrow secondary roads, The Soviet juggernaut encountered 
little resistance; the soldiers did not even wear their steel helmets. The moun~ 
tains and deserts, the countryside all around was silent. Was the war over al-~ 


ready ? 


Generally speaking, the struggle against an occupying power does not call for 
special, spectacular motivations, The mjahedin already had tasted corbat against 
the communists in Kabul when the Russian invasion began. But there was an inci- 
dent during the first few days of occupation which was like a rallying cry, In 
Khairkana, a suburb of Kabul, a 17 year-old boy followed by a crowd of children 
ran up to a Soviet soldier who had just dismounted from his tank and shot him 
dead, The occupiers reacted in their own way. They opened fire with automatic 
weapons; six of the children were killed, 


The resistance movement, comprising 35,000 men according to estimates in early 
1980, at first was an easy target for the Soviets, Initially, the tribes had 

been fighting against the unwieldy and unreliable units of Taraki's and Karma] 's— 
some 90,000 soldiers, 30,000 policemen and 30,000 border guards mainly concen= 
trated in the cities and in fortified police stations. The open country was 
dominated by the mujahedin; they could maintain their position there without 
excess danger in their accustomed tribal aggregations of 5,000 to 20,000 men 

bers each, 
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When Soviet helicopter gunships began to be used in combat, a new tactical situa 
tion arose. During the first few months of the invasion, the tribes sustained 
heavy losses. Most of the 15,000 to 20,000 casualties so far were killed during 
that early phase. 


By April 1980, the tribes began to break down into guerilla units of 40 to 50 
men each. They thereby gained in mobility and began to utilize the depth of in- 
accessible areas of the country. From their mountain hideouts they fired at the 
gunships descending into the valleys and they ambushed personnel buses and motor 
convoys of the Russians and the regular Afghan army. 


They were offered easy targets. Most Soviet mate:ial and supplies which cannot 
be flown in must be transported to the strategic highway circling the Afghan 
highlands via just two roads— the one from Kushka to Herat in the west and the 
one from Samarkand to Mesar-i Sharif in the center. These roads resemble long 
funneis through which everything must pass. There are no railroads in Afghani- 
stan. 


In view of growing guerilla activity and the ineffectiveness of the operationally 
limited heavy military equipment, the Soviets were forced to change their tactics 
in mid-1980. They pulled back part of their units trained in conventional large- 
scale combat (which was dubbed a "partial withdrawal" by Western newspapers) and 
replaced immobile divisions with better organized commando units hastily trained 
in guerilla tactics. 


The invasion army increased both in numbers and in mobile armored personnel car- 
riers. It was meant to make up for Afghan government units depleted through de- 


sertion. 


At this stage of the fighting, the Russians believed they might neutralize the 
‘guerillas by sealing off the 1,600-kilometer frontier with Pakistan, In the in- 
itial stages of the invasion, they had already sealed off Wakhan, the long fin- 
ger pointing to the 60-kilometer long frontier with China. Soviet helicopters 
now dropped more than a million butterfly mines of the PFM type with liquid fuzes 
in pastic casings on the footpaths in the border area, 


This mine, originally developed by the Americans, has a 15-year to 20-year life 
span. Since it looks like a piece of grey rock, it is hard to detect but can be 
detonated when thrown. According to information supplied by the resistance move- 
ment, 600 civilians and 100 fighters have been wounded and/or killed by these 
mines thus far, 


The assaults on the highway network did not lessen. On the contrary: the growth 
in size of the invasion army made the search for targets easier, As of September 
1980, convoys underway from Herat and Kabul came under more and more frequent 
attack. The rebels used captured Soviet tank mimes of the TM-46 type to mine the 
roads, When more and more tanks were destroyed, the Soviets began using one to 
two helicopters per convoy; but these had to be relieved on these long trips. 
The helicopters have been flying at rather high altitudes, since the rillas 
have meantime added heavy Russian machine guns of the “"Dashika" type (which have 
a range of 2,000 meters) to their arsenal. 

















The Soviets went searching for the metal mines with mine detection vehicles, And 
when the guerillas had destroyed 12 of these vehicles with plastic-encased mines, 
the Soviets sent in tanks with heavy rollera in sront. But concentrated charges 
of five mines on top of one another made this enterprise too costly, Specially 
trained dogs did no better; the guerillas neutralized their sense of smell by 
spreading red pepper. Engineering students from Kabul dismantled tank mines and 
made booby traps out of them which are "contaminating" the roadside and undere 
brush, 


Where the guerillas are getting their weapons and recruits from has been the sub=— 
ject of much speculation, In the last days of his life, Sadat said the United 
States is a supplier. The Chinese are supplying small arms, stick grenades and 
old-style anti-tank grenade launchers without Chinese inscriptions, But the bulk 
of the arms is of Soviet origin, It comes from Afghan army stores (200,000 small 
arms alone), from tribes initially loyal to the government which have since swi- 
tched sides and—— from the black market, 


President Babrak Karmal's armed forces have shrunk from 150,000 at the outset to. 
a third that size— 30,000 army and 20,000 militia. A steady stream of deserters 
is bringing its weapons and its know-how along. Special Soviet units go to the 
villages to search for recruits, The 18 to 30 year-old Afghans are thrown into 
combat after brief training and a large proportion of them deserts after the 
first engagement. On the black market, a soldier can sell 2 Kalashnikov auto=- 
matic rifle for $2,000 —which equals 3 years? pay— and a cartridge for one 
dollar. The guerillas have lots of money becauge they are now collecting taxes 
in place of the Kabul government, 


The government no longer is in a position to rum the country, The administrative 
personnel is unreliable and is being replaced by occupation officials (just like 
in Cambodia), Now that many city streets formerly named after royalty have been 

changed to commmist—tinged names, postal deliveries no longer function anywhere, 


The cities are becoming increasingly unsafe even though the occupiers are concen- 
trated there. Two million out of the 20 million Afghans live in these urban cen- 
ters. Organized resistance is mounted by terrorist cells which engage in assassi- 
nation attempts against high government officials, party members and the Soviets, 
A report by the German embassy in Kabul dated 18 August of this year said in part: 
"Kabul itself continues to be the scene of action by the freedom fighters— a 
fact not only confirmed by our own observations but by a growing number of reports 
contained in the government-controlled news media as well..." 


The city of Kandahar at the southern end of the strategic circular highway is 60 
percent controlled by the resistance movement already. The methods used by the 
rebels to attain control are both ermel and effective. When they capture the ad- 
ministrative headquarters of a city or village, they burn the local residents ree 
gister (to protect deserters returning home) and make use of the party meubership 
lists they find for blackmail purposes, 
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First, each party member is asked to pay ransom and to pledge his cooperation 
with the rezistance movement, If he refuses or fails to reply, he is condemned to 
death by a secret court, As a consequence, the party elite which is identical to 
the political and economic administrative apparatus is thinned out— either by 
taking flight or being put to death, Thousands of functionaries disappear into 
Soviet "exile" under one pretext or another, 


During the course of this year, the number of insurgents has increased to 70,000. 
The Soviet Union is said to be thinking of increasing its troop strength beyond 
the present 85,000 men. The caliber of the Soviet officers and enlisted men ia 
described in "negative terms" by experts and embassies, The political and reli- 
Gious commitment of the insurgents, on the other havd, makes for a positive cali- 
ber. This is particularly true of the leaders of the groups which for the most 
part are still operating in a decentralized fashion, 20 year-old commanders of 
superior tribal origin are at the head of thousands of mujahedin, 


anvaders Have Long Since Gotten Stuck 


Charismatic leadership qualities belong to the traditions of tribal life. This 
would appear to be one of the more profound reasons why the effectiveress of the 
guerillas has increased disproportionately as against that of the Soviets. An- 
other reason is that Soviet soldiers remain in Afghanistan no more than 6 months 
before being relieved. This quick turnaround, most likely effected for humanita- 
rian reasons, is made at the expense of experience and combat strength. How hea~ 
vily the war weighs on the Soviet soldiers can be seen from the language used to 
describe the insurgents, They are calied "dushman" which is the Turkish word for 
"mortal enemy" or “archenemy." The guerillas are called "basmachi" which is the 
Uaek word for "gang" or "band of robbers," 


In this struggle, which has been escalating ove: the past 2 years, the Soviets 
have but a few moves left. The concentration of the guerillas upon the narrow 
network of roads makes it impossible for them to increase their troop strength 

to the "Vietnam level" (of 500,000 men). In a guerilla war, the normal ratio 
between regulars and guerillas is 10:1, In order to win, the Soviets would have 
to have 200,000 Afghan government troops in addition to half a million Soviet 
soldiers; but it would be impossible to muster so large a fighting force, pitting 


Afghan against Afghan. 


The Soviets are moving up and down this country which is too big for them withe 
out being able to orient themselves, What they get from the civilians is poiso= 
ned cranges or wrong information. Even under the best of circumstances, it is 
hard to get a precise answer from an Afghan. Even infrared photography does not 
work, The range firders, sensitive to heat, react to chains of campfires which 
point to desolate areas and deep gorges. Thus, the Soviets have turned to chemi- 
cal (not biological) weapons, Soman, sarin, V-gas, phosgene and whatever other 
trade names these gases go by are dropped in canister bombs in pinpointed air 
strikes, 




















As a rule, these gases do not kill “except for children and old people with re- 
spiratory ailments— but they do cause uncorsciougsness lasting 40 to 45 minutes, 
Thus, the chemical weapon can only be used in pinpointed strikes and will remain 
effective for a short time. It does not alter the overall situation. It does not 
help get the convoys moving again on roads that are blocked for 2 or 3 days at a 
time, 


The outcome of the two-year expedition is plain to see. The Soviets have gotten 
stuck in Afghanistan— militarily and politically. Their first operation on their 
own outside their empire has placed a dent in the victorious war doctrine, It is 
not a mistake, therefore, to call the war in Afghanistan the most important en- 
gagement since the second World War, 
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DOMESTIC POLITICS ANALYZED 


ALGERIA 


London AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL in English No 23, 11 Nov 81 pp 3-6 


[Text ] 


The nexi few months are likely to bring some ma- 
jor changes in the Algerian government, as President 
Chadli Benjedid seeks to diffuse mounting political 
pressure and social discontent, give a badly needed 
fillip to his regime’s public image and place more of 
his faithfuls in key senior positions. Already on the 
agenda for December is an important session of the 
ruling Fron: de Libération Nationale (FLN) central 
committee. Three topics are to be at the centre of 
deliberations: 1) what role to give the private sector 
in economic affairs 2) the hyper-sensitive cultural 
question with its explosive regional implications and 
3) the long-awaited family code. Decisions taken on 
these crucial matters will help gauge to what extent 
Chadli is free to stamp his own will on Algeria’s 
political future, and what alliances he has made to 
consolidate his authority. 

Since coming to power in January 1979 as a com- 
promise candidate imposed by the armed forces, 
Chadh — who has been nicknamed “The God- 
father’ by the Algerian political élite — has surpris- 
ed the FLN hierarchy and his principal opponents by 
his tactical manoeuvring skill. Over the past thirty 
months, he has been abie to eclipse and then 
eliminate other contenders for power and privilege in 
the Algerian state sysiem: namely the ex-party 
grandee, Col. Mohammed Salah Yahiaoui, sup- 


ported by radical pan-Arab and left-wing forces, and 
Abdelaziz Bouteflika, the head of secular moderates 
preaching a rapprochement with the West and a 
liberalisation of the economy. Bouteflika’s fall from 
favour also implies a regional shift in the regime’s 
base, as it constitutes tire dismemberment of the so- 
called Oudja group, which was close to late President 
Houari Boumedienne, and the rise of another faction 
associated with the northeastern part of the country 
around the town of Annaba. 


Chadli’s success is his pragmatic middle of the 
road approach, which advocates a sort of realpolitik 
on domesiic affairs destined gradually to loosen the 
enforced austerity of the past two decades. Implicit 
in the policy’is an opening to the ‘‘non-exploiting”’ 
private sector, and a building of special relations with 
socialist France, although not at the expense of 
African and Arab connections. Chadli has still been 
obliged to make some concessions to hardline party 
bureaucrats, the military hierarchy and traditional 
religious leaders. His initiatives could thus be 
restricted in the future. 

By enlarging the FLN political bureau last sum- 
mer, he managed to shore up his own influence, but 
the top party organ remains a graphic example of the 
contending, and contradictory, currents in Algerian 
political life. The FLN is more an apparatus for 


distributing power and wealth than a 
veritable political party. It is 
fairly distant from daily realities 
and grass roots opinion. Besides the 


head of state, the FLN political 
bureau is composed of: 


~+ Rabah Bitat: The only remaining active historical leader of 
the FLN, he is currently president of the rubber stamp national 
assembly. Representing the perennity of the Algerian revolu- 
on, Bitat is a pragmatist, which accounts for his political 
longevity in the often turbulent history of FLN infighting. His 
direct influence remains limited, but his historic value and ex- 
tensive international contacts are appreciated in ruling circles. 
‘evertheless, we understand that his active days in politics are 
probably numbered, as he could be replaced in the next 
political bureau realignment. 


Col. Abdallah Belhoucet: Vice-minisicr of Jefence, 
Beihouchet is the only active military figure in the FIN 
supreme organ. He has the reputation of being the armed 
forces’ *‘eyes and ears”, playing a behind-the-scenes role. onls 
directly intervening when crises arise. His political credo 1s 
limited: preserve the basic values of the Alverian rey olution, 
which can be resumed as intransivent nationalism and 
rhetorical socialism. 


(] Mohammed Said Mazouzi: Prestigious president of the 
economic and social commission of the Fl N, he succeeded 
Yahiaoui as leader of the nrogressive forces He is close to the 
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semi-clandestine Algerian communis: parts. ée Parti d’Avant- 
Garde Socialiste (PAGS), which he heiped to infiltrate into the 
trade union movement, Unior Nationale des Travailleurs 
Aleeriens (\UNTA), when he wa: minister of labour. His in- 
fluence radiates in university circles, and he also maintains con- 
tacts with islamic progressives. Another positive point for 
Mazouzi is that he can muster Berber support, being himself 
from the Kabyha region. 


'” Boualem Benhammouda: minister of interior, he is 
associated with moderate islamic reformism. His portfolio has 
lost much of its importance, as security matters are now 
squarely placed in the hands of regiona! military commanders. 


— Mohammed Ben Atdaliah Abdelghani: Figurehead prime 
minister, he rarely has the occasion to actively participate in the 
decision making process. In fact, we understand that he is one 
of the prime candidates to disappear from the political scene in 
coming months. Abdeighan: has the reputation of being a con- 
servative, close to Bouteflika, with support from those who en- 
:0v bureaucratic privileges. 


_ Mohammed Cheérif Messadia: Chadli's éminence grise, he 
has been responsible for the campaign agains: the radicals and 
marxists with the FLN, notifying PAGS cadres that they can- 
no! continue tc maintain one foot within the ruling party and 
one in the opposition. He replaced Yahiaoui last vear as FLN 
party secretary, and has since then been ‘‘renovating’’ party 
mass Organisations and the press. by sacking radicals and 
replacing them with colourless, but reliable, bureaucrats. 
Politically, he ts reportediy close to the pan Arab Baathist 
ideology, although radicals tax him as being a sheer oppor- 
tunis 


Mohammed Benyahia: The respected minister of foreign 
affairs, who miraculously sursived a plane crash earlier in the 
year in Mali. He 1s expected to resume his functions in the near 
future. An ideologue, leaning towards the PAGS and sym- 
pathetic to the moslem progressives, he has much support 
ainong modernist intellectuals, and is greatly appreciated in 
African and Arab diplomatic circles. 


Boualem Baki: minister of justice. He assisted Chadli in 

sweeping Out of the parastatals and upper echelons of the 
administrations those officials too closely associated with 
boumedienne, and wielded the broom of the anti-corruption 
campaign which was also a convenient means of carrying out 
highly political operations. In the moderate camp, he maintains 
contacts with islamic traditionalists. 
tonalists. 
— Mohammed Yala: minister of finance. He plays a pivotal 
role in the Chadhi regime, and his influence is liable to grow 
even further. In ¢-~*:cular. we hear he is a candidate to replace 
Abdelghani as premi.. - - : :o France, he has been seiected to 
negouate the tricky liquefied natural gas (LNG) price dispute 
vith Paris. We understand that he has already succeeded in 
hammering out a compromise, which will probably be an- 
nounced during Mitterrand’s state visit to Algeria at the end of 
November. Yala maintains relations with the progressive 
camp, being a close friend of Benyahia, and can muster sup- 
port from the Berbers. (He haiis from petite Kabvhie). 


The concessions made to moslem tradi- 
tionalists and FLN conservatives have 
been largely responsible for the rising 
tension, discreetly evident in the Al- 
gerian capital. Since the end of the 
summer, numerous roadblocks have been 
set up on the roads leading to the 
Kabylia region. The authorities fear a 
repetition of last year's riots in the 
Berber heartland of Tizi Ouzou. Unlike 


the Kurds in Iraq, the Berbers are not 
a secessionist movement, but one which 


is seeking to defend its cultural rights 


against what Berber leaders refer to 
as "Arab Imperialism." The 


campaign over the past decade to make Arabic not 
only the official language, but also the working 
language, has ruffled Berber sensitivity. Many 
Berbers speak poorly the Algerian Arabic dialect, 
and only a few can read and write classical Arabic. 
The Arabisation of the school system and the state 
administration as well as the banning of publications 
in the Berber language, Tamazigh, has convinced 
many younger members of the community that only 
violent resistance will enable them to win cultural 
rights. For example, Berber singers such as Ait 
Mengellat, Idir and Ferhat are practically forbidden 
from giving concerts in the region. Consequently, 
most of the cultural renaissance is taking place 
among the Berber diaspora in France. Certain Berber 
dissidents even maintain ties with Morocco, and w:th 
the French secret service, SDECE. Now. Berber 
dissidents could join in with Parti d’A\vant-Garde 
Socialiste (PAGS) members and moslem progressives 
to form a more coherent opposition force within the 
country. The government, according to our sources. 
is quite worried by such an eventuality, and has 
strengthened security forces in the Berber areas. 


It is the islamic fundamentalists who are the driv- 
ing force behind the Arabisation movement, trying to 
push Algeria towards the Middle Eastern Arab 
mainstream. Unlike Egypt or Tunisia, for ex,am- 
ple,the movement has yet to be moulded into a 
political party. For the presemt, the fundamentalisis 
operate on the local level, trying to convince parents 
to dress their children in accordance wit! islamic 
precepts, and opening up clandestine mosqiics in the 
suburbs of major towns. Isolated incidents in the 
south-eastern Saharan provinces have led in the rast 
year to clashes between the authorities and fun- 
damentalists. The central moslem traditionalist 
figure in ruling circles is the minister of religious af- 
fairs, Abderrahmane Chibane. His hardline declara- 
tions have raised eyebrows in the capital. (Before the 
moslem holiday of Ramadam in July he said that 
fasting was to be obligatory). Other ministers 
favourable to this current, include Boualem Baki and 
Boualem Benhammouda. 

A progressive islamic current is trying to 
amalgamate the forward-looking precepts of the 
Coran with the nationalist values of the Algerian 
revolution. The ideologue of this faction is Moham- 
med Elmili, ambassador to Athens, but residing in 
Algiers. Another key islamic progressive is Ahmed 
Brahimi Taleb, brother of the minister of planning 
and son of one of the leaders of the reformis: 


‘ Oulevinas movement in the 1930-40s. Salim Saadi. 


minister Of avriculture and Abdelrazzah Buuhara, 
minister of health. are generally considered in this 
cuipp. Significantly, two respected diplomats, 
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Mustipha Dachraf coc Redna Malek. nave given 
mostems thew critical support. Tit, group, though, is 
not Somovenous. Ite members are liable to look 
boward> Tran, Libya and surprisingly even to iraq. 

The Arabisation drive has spawned numerous pro- 
blems for Algerian vouth. It should be remembered 
that over half the population is less than 18 years old. 
Having at the start favourably reacted to the 
Arabisation of the school system, they now realise 
that job outlets are few for those who cannot master 
French. Their disenchantment has thus provided a 
recruiting ground for fundamentalists, who are hav- 
ing a field day at the Ben Akroun campus on Algiers’ 
heights. Nonetheless, secondary school students 
prefer French to Arabic when they are given the 
choice. Hence the number of students leaving high 
school with diplomas in Arabic has fallen from 
55.6% in 1976-77, to under 50% in 1980-81. Senior 
Alecnan bureaucrats and politicians prefer sending 
their offsprings to the exclusive French-run Lycée 
Descartes in Algiers. 

The linguistic question is a hornets’ nest for the 
government, and no matter what course is taken, 
a large sector of the population will be dissatisfied. 
Feelings will probably also run high when the family 
code 1s discussed, after vears of delays, in December. 
We have had a glimpse of an outline draft, which in- 
dicates that the government has made numerous con- 
cessions to fundamentalists. In particular, the 
codifivation of the role of Algerian women will limit 
mans of their hard-won advances. For instance, 
women will not be able to work or leave the country 
without writien permission of a male family member. 
Moreover, little attention is given to family planning, 
and Algeria has one of the highest birth rates in 
Africa. 

We understand that PAGS, after according critical 
support to the regime since 1971, is now prepared to 
constitute an active Oppostion movement. Many of 
its cadres in the union movement, the FLN youth 
organisation and the press have been sacked. They 
can benefit from the difficulties of daily life in the ur- 
ban centres to canalise working class support, but 
they are in no position seriously to threaten govern- 
ment authority. The same holds true for opposition 
forces abroad, whose influence is even more limited. 
Our external opposition tally sheet is as follows: — 


fe Front des Forces So vaitstes (PS): led from Morocco 
and France bs an historical leader of the FL N, Ait Ahmed. The 
PRS is attempting to revive the Berber movement, Ahmed 
cif having taunched in 1962 an armed uprising against the 
gescroaument Kecenth., Ahmed has patched up relations with 
‘~ pesdent Ben Bella (Th: rapprochement was more per- 

a than peltcaly Ahmed’s support for the Moroccan cause 
init Western Sahara \« par’) uiatly derided in Algiers 


le Parti de le Révoiution Socialisie (PRS): led from Paris by 
another FLN founder, Molammed Boudiaf. The PRS 
publishes a French language publication, Ef Jarida (The Jour- 
hal}, which criticizes from a left-wing viewpoint the govern- 
ment’s policies. Boudiaf, whose influence is limited, has the 
advantage of never having been associated with the regime 
since 1962 


l'Union des Travailleurs Arabes (UTA): 


a marginal movement mainly implanted in 

lgerian student and worker circles in 
France; it is ideologically confused, 
seeking to integrate Maoist, Trotskyist 
and Baathist Precepts. It briefly made 
the headlines last year when a young 
Algerian soldier was arrested and 
brought to trial for distributing UTA 
Propaganda in army barracks. 


Now, the discussions around what role should be 
given to the private sector is likely to spark off 
passions, and polarize radicals ever more against the 
Chadli regime. A debate has been opened up in the 
press to prepare public opinion for concessions to be 
made to private businessmen. The government is 
obliged to provide incentives, because the powerful 
State capitalist sector, including the 17 para-statals 
created to centralise the economy has proved to be 
highly inefficient. So have state farms. Last year 
private farmers were granted the right to sell their 
produce directly, without going through state- 
controlled marketing agencies, with the result that 
for the first time in vears it is possible to find all sorts 
of fruits and vegetables on sale. However, the price is 
often beyond the capacity of modest pockets. Sectors 
of privilege and corruption have been created by 
access 10 scarce merchandise and foreign currency. 
The nomination at the head of a ministry or para- 
Statal provides a golden occasion to build uD or 
reinforce a regional or political clan through the 
careful use of sinecures and other pretends. The 
removal in 1979 of the powerful minister of industry, 
Belaid Abdessalem, started the attack against 
entrenched business-minded bureaucrats, who 
cynically defend the state sector as a “popular 
conquest”’ and as the motor of ‘‘Algerian socialism’’. 
If an opening to private enterprise is in the pipeline, it 
would be wrong to expect a complete volte face on 
economic policy, along the lines of the late president 
Anwar Sadat’s infitah. Again, Chadli must contend 
with conflicting interests and probably cannot gO as 
far as he would like. For one thing, liberalisation 
would probably mean an acceleration of the rate of 
inflation, now running at about 20% a year. Measures 
tO assuage popular demands are also expected, such 
as an increase from $75 to $450 a year in the hard 
currency allocation for Algerians travelling abroad. 
Because of the shortage of hard currency, black 
market discounts on the Algerian dinar can reach up 
to 300%. 

In international affairs, Chadli would like to reach 
a settlement on the Western Saharan dispute, but is 
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not willing to sell out the Polisario Front. Relations with Tunisia have markedly 
improved, and a joint-bank is soon to be set up. Links with Libya remain trouble- 
some. The Algerians do not appreciate maps published in Tripoli indicating that 
part of its Saharan territory belongs to Libya; and we understand that Libyan 
troops have occupied a strip of Algerian territory close to the oasis of Alrar 
Est. Chadli has made special efforts to broaden cooperation with sub-Saharan 
states, visiting eleven black capitals earlier in the year. Undoubtedly, it is 
with France that the most substantial changes could be worked out, on the basis 

of much closer economic ties, especially on energy questions. We understand that 
the French are even preparing a project for co-development--a sort of mini bi- 
lateral north-south pact. By the same token, Algeria's military supplies could 

be diversified away from the Soviet Union. France of course, will be offering 
specimens of its modern arsenal, with emphasis on Mirage jet fighters and armoured 
vehicles. Algeria's diplomatic role in freeing American prisoners in Iran earlier 
in the year could also make more US military hardware available. We noted with 
interest, that the secretary-general of the defence ministry, Col. Ben Youssef, 
was in Washington at the end of September to open up talks on arms procurement. 
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OIL EXPLORATION PLANS REVIEWED 


London 8 DAYS in English No 44, 7 Nov 81 pp 54-55 


[Text ] 


ALGERIA is to boost oil exploration in its 
vast Saharan provinces, starting in 1982. 
According to official government figures, 
$3bn will be invested in hydrocarbon ex- 
Ploration during the current Five Year 
Development Plan (1980-1984). 

Between 1970 and 1979. only around 
60m tonnes of new oil reserves were dis- 
covered, while the pace of extraction quick- 
ened. Algeria's reserves plummeted from 
the equivalent of 34.3 years in 1971 to a 
dangerously low level of 20 vears in 1980. 
Sonatrach officials. alarmed at this trend. 
decided to relaunch exploration activities. 
and to try and convince western oil groups 
to step up their operations in the country. 

A number of western oil groups pulled 
out of Algeria in the wake of the 197] 
nationalisation of the oil industry, and by 
the end of 1979 only four remained: CFP- 
qotal. Braspetvo (the exploration arm of 
the Brazilian state company. Petrobras), 
Hispano and the West German Sopetral, a 
consortium of Saurberbergwerke. Veba. 
Union Reinische and Wintershall. 

With the offer of new acreage in Virtually 
unexplored Saharan tracts. the number of 
oil companies currently active in Algeria 
has risen to 1S. These include America’s 
Sohio, Sun Oil. Amoco,-Texaco and Kerr 
McGee, France's Elf Aquitaine and British 
Petroleum. Some 100.000 sq km and addi- 
tional acreage has been parcelied out under 
new exploration agreements since 1979. 
‘We do not expect to find new fields as large 
as Hiassi Messaoud, but we are confident 
that small to medium-sized ones will be dis- 
covered.’ a western oilman in Algiers told 
S Days. 

Fight companies have each taken one 
block, four have pickec up two blocks and 
three have taken three blocks. The Algerian 
government chose a good time to try and 


attract western oil companies: when the 
exploration territory was made available at 
the beginning of 1980, oil was in demand on 
the world market. The Algerians linked the 
lifting of their high grade oil to the signing of 
new exploration agreements. 

Between | January and 30 August 1980, 
a special $3 premium was tacked onto lift- 
ings. and deposited in Algerian bank 
accounts as an advance on exploration out- 
lay under the new accords which the com- 
panies were invited to sign. Rather than 
write off the often considerable sums which 
built up in these special accounts, a number 
of oil concerns decided to undertake ex- 
ploration activity in Algeria. 

The formula worked out by Sonatrach for 
new exploration agreements combines ele- 
ments of both joint venture and 
production-sharing contracts. Develop- 
ment expenditure will be allocated accord- 
ing to the numver of shares taken by Sona- 
trach and its foreign partners. However, in 
contrast to Egypt, Libya and Qatar. Algeria 
levies taxes on oil lifted by foreign com- 
panics in the event of discoveries. 

Following a review of existing seismic 
surveys. the vast majority of oil companies 
decided to choose acreage in the Great 
Western Erg, southeast of the Hassi Messa- 
oud field. Located along the Tunisian and 
Algerian borders, this zone is thought to 
hold considerable promise. Nonetheless. 
8 Days was told that work would progress 
slowly because of the lack of roads and basic 
infrastructure. and the often harsh climatic 
conditions. 

Of all the western oil companies, only 
Amoco sought to chart out new hydrocar- 
bon territory. Its block 312 is located in the 
extreme western part of Algeria. near the 
Moroccan frontier between Ain Sefra and 
Colomb-Bechar. Several factors influenced 
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Amoco’s choice. Although deep in the 
Saharan hinterland. the region is served by 
a ‘ailway line. Moreover, seismic studies 
made years back by the French are repor- 
tedly encouraging. 

Most of the companies are still in the 
initial phase of their exploration prog- 
ramme, with wildcat drilling scheduled to 
get underway only in mid-1982. The 
number of exploration wells drilled could 
double in 1983, from the present figure of 
four. Sonatrach holds by far the greatest 
amount of exploration acreage. In particu- 
lar, it possesses large tracts in the central- 
southern region, stretching from Ouargla in 
the north to south of the Salah oasis. “We 
reckon that this area contains subs:antial 
quantities of natural gas,” a western oil offi- 
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cial told 8 Days. ‘Since the Algerians auto- 
matically take control of any gas firids, this 
areca is not really interesting for us,” he 
added. 

With immense reserves of natural gas — 
it ranks third in the world behind the Soviet 
Union and the US — Algeria is in no rush to 
explore this area, considering it a Strategic 
reserve. Sonatrach has limited its activities 
since 1978 to the development and exten- 
sion of existing fields, and exploration has 
been mainly limited to seismic studies. But 
now that the state company has been reor- 
ganised under the direction of Energy 
Minister Belkacem Nabi, Sonatrach should 
play a leading role in the new exploration 
drive. 

















CASBAH'S CONDITION CRITICIZED 


London 8 DAYS in English No 44, 7 Nov 81 p 60 


[Text ] 


ALGIERS historic Casbah, with its precious Islamic heritage and momentos of the 
liberation struggle, is seriously menaced by the ravages of time and general neglect. 
Unless the Algerian government provides the Algerian dinars 80m ($335m) 
needed to finance the first phase of an emergency rehabilitation programme, 
further decline of the Casbah’s 1,700 buildings is inevitable. 

With its maze of streets and blind alleys, the Casbah came to embody the 
Algerians’ spirit of resistance to the encroachment of French colonialism. In this 
labyrinth, gradually hemmed in by the expanding colonial city, the flame of 
Algerian nationalism was kept burning by successive generations. Not surprisingly, 
the Casbah played a heroic role in the liberation struggle. 

Despite this, little was done in the first years of independence to improve living 
conditions in the Casbah. Property speculation added to the Casbah’'s problems, as 
landlords, exploiting the housing shortage, crowded as many as seven families in 
the space originally allotted to one. 

In the last twenty years the Casbah’s social composition has altered radically, as 
many of the original inhabitants moved to the suburbs to be replaced by people 
from the countryside, moving to the city in search of work. 

Traditional occupations also disappeared, as artisans died out or foun. rking 
outlets for their products. A 67-year-old carpenter told me: ‘I remember » vusy 
my shop was only 25 years ago — now people prefer to buy factory furniture instead 
of my decorated traditional pieces. There was no future in this profession, so my 
sons became civil servants and moved to the suburbs. J am afraid that the secrets of 
my art will disappear with me.” 

Some years ago, the Algerian government, in collaboration with UNESCO, set 
up a workshop known as the Atelier de Restauration du Casbah to study ways of 
checking the Casbah’s decline. The team’s main ambition was to reintegrate the 
Casbah into the life of the city, without turning it into a museum. 

A masterplan was drawn up by a group of architects, engineers, art historians and 
urban planners. With the knowledge gathered over the past seven years, the 
Casbah workshop has sought to devise new low-cost means of renovating buildings 
without marring their original architecture. 

According to some estimates, it costs about $160,000 to restore a Casbah 
building, a sum out of the reach of most property owners. Only government 
subsidics could provide the driving force for a massive rehabilitation scheme. In 
spite of official declarations about the necessity of preserving the country's herit- 
age. the Casbah 's not high on the government's list of priorities. 

For the moment, a holding operation is going on in the Casbah; dangerous 
houses are evacuated and others shored up. Just five years ago, a hundred houses 
were classificd by Atelier experts as in ‘extremely critical condition,’ while now five 
hundred buildings fall into this category. 
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Nonctheless, a walk through the Casbah still provides some surprises. The 
interior courtyards of seemingly derelict buildings retain much of their past mag- 
nificence. If the streets are litter-ridden, the houses are meticulously clean. 

On a tour of the Casbah with an Atelier member, I visited some remarkable sites: 
an almost hidden cemetery dating from the sixteenth century containing magnifi- 
cently carved tombstones and monuments. Another masterpiece is the palace of 
the pre-colonial Governor of Algiers, known as the Dey. Closed to the public, this 
palace occupies a splendid site dominating the Casbah and the bay of Algiers. It too 
is in sorry shape. with hand painted tiles falling off the walls and once-splendid 
woodwork failing to pieces. 
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RESTRICTIONS ON STUDY OF HISTORY OF REVOLUTION WAIVED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 4 Nov 81 p 38 


[Article by Daniel Junqua: "On the 27th Anniversary of the Insurrection-- 
Seminar in Algiers Lifts Revolution History Taboos."] 


[Text7 Algiers--The celebration of the 27th anniversary of the FIN's unleashing of 
armed conflict on 1 November 1954 was preceded by the holding of a national sen- 
inar on the history of the Algerian revolution at the Palace of Nations, near 

the capitol. For 4 days, nearly 1,000 participants met. The press and televi- 
sion gave wide coverage to the work of the conference, which was opened by the 
president of the republic, Mr Chadli Bendjedid. In the opinion of some special- 
ists, the colloquium, devoted essentially to the preparation and unleashing of 

the revolution, fell far short of bearing the fruit with regard to history that 
might have been expected. Nevertheless, it cunstitutes an event of utmost 


political importance, and it was seen as such by public opinion. 


Under Boumediéne's presidency, the history of the war and the Algerian National 
Movement remained restricted subjects. Nothing irritated the late president 
more than to have the role of the "historic leaders" mentioned in his presence, 
perhaps because he was not among them. The head of state readily condemned for- 
eign writers who, according to him, exploited the history of the Algerian revo- 
lution for financial gain, but for all that, he discouraged Algerian historians 
from engaging in studies, saying that it was still too early to produce "objec- 
tive works." 


Since his election, President Chadli Bendjedid has, on the contrary, continu- 
ously exhorted Algerian intellectuals and researchers to take up their pens. 
"Our duty is to openly admit that we have not supplied the necessary effort to 
educate our children on the glories of their revclution," he stated last August 
20, on the occasion of "Mujahid" day (the national veterans day). "We have thus 
allowed certain elements who opposed the revolution, or who were content with 
the role of spectator in it, and who recoiled at the word 'jihad' (holy war) or 
the term 'militant,' to act against the revolution." 


That the restrictions have been lifted is impossible to deny after the recently 


concluded siminar. The conference participants who succeeded each other at the 
podium recalled the divisive inflighting in the national movement just prior to 
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the insurrection, the formation of the Revolutionary Committee of Unity and Ac- 
tion (CRUA), and the role played by the historic leaders. Names that for a good 
while have not been heard in official circles were mentioned, such as Ait Ahmed 
and Boudiaf, currently opposition members in exile, or Krim Belkacem and Khider, 
whose assassinations were never clearly explained. Their parts in the revolu- 
tion were explicitly stated, without ever being minimized. Better yet, such 
players of the revolution as OQuamrane, previously adjudant to Krim Belkacem, Ben 
Tobbal, who commanded wilaya 2, Zbiri, head of wilaya 3, Saouf El Arab, Mohammedi 
Said, Yacef Saadi, and Mrs Djamila Bouhired, one of the protagonists of the bat- 
tle of Algiers. | 


Returnees 


Putting aside past quarrels, the leaders of the autonomous zone of Algiers mixed 
fraternally with those of wilaya 4, with whom they had nevertheless clashed 
violently. Perhaps even more significant was the presence of a large number of 
previous leaders of the French Federation of the FLN who, for the most part dur- 
ing the past 20 years, have kept themselves out of power. Among them were found 
the past coordinator of the federal committee, Omar Boudaoud, and several of its 
members including Amar Ladlani, Rabah Bouaziz, Mohand Ben Younef, and Abdelkrim 
Souissi, current president of the Association of Algerians in Europe. 


Mr Chadli Benjedid, largely responsible for these returnees, and visibly happy 
to mingle with his companions of the struggle, encouraged the participants to 
give their testimonies and to dig up documents and records and, in this way, 
contribute to the writing of the history of the revolution. Scme have already 
begun. Ali Haroun, for example, a previous chief of the French Federation of 
the FLN, is preparing a collective work on the participation of immigration to 
the liberation struggle. 


It is to be hoped, however, that the book, if published, wili not be banned in 
Algeria, as is the case of several books written on the subject and published in 
France by Algerians, such as Mohamed Harbi, Ferhat Abbas, past president of the 
GPRA [Provisional Government of the Algerian Republic], and Commandant Azzedine. 
"Regardless of what partisan analysis these authors make ,'' wrote historian Mah- 
foud Kaddache in an article on this subject in EL MOUDJAHID, "regardless of 

what criticism may be made of their investigative methods, no denial can be made 
of the fact that their works constitute important testimonies that, as objects 

of scientific analysis, will bring about progress in the writing of this history." 


Professor Kaddache adds: "Nobody can be prohibited from writing since the cri- 
terion must remain scientific." 


In this, there is a new inflection that raises fair hopes. 
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MINISTER EXPLAINS REASONS FOR FUEL SHORTAGE 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 2 Nov 81 p 3 


[Text] The Deputy Oil Minister announced that there is no problem regarding oil 
and gasoline distribution and that disorders of the past several days over 
gasoline distribution to filling stations have been brought to an end. 


Deputy Oil Minister Engineer Seyyed Hasan Kheradmand, during an interview, 
explained the recent disorders over gasoline distribution. He said: "A 
committee has been formed by the Ministry of Oil to investigate the cause of 
these disorders. As soon as the committee presents its report, the reasons 
for these incidents will be fully disclosed to the public." He asked fellow 
citizens not to give any credence to rumors circulated by the agents of 
counterrevolution. 


Engineer Kheradmand, while denying such rumors as the bombing of the Kharq Island 
oil installations and an oil-industry strike, stated: "Of course, there has 
been some shortages in the delivery of fuel to tanker trucks but through the 
persistent efforts of responsible officials this problem has been completely 
remedied," 


He added: "Fuel delivery for the period 23 October through 1 November was carried 
out smoothly with the help of committed truck drivers who are in charge of 

gasoline transport on the city level. The only problem that arose was in connection 
with the last 2-day holiday weekend. Customarily, full deliveries of fuel are 

not made on holidays and perhaps this was the cause of the gasoline shortage 

in recent days." 


He noted: "Our tanker trucks have through perseverance eliminated the gasoline 
shortage. According to reports reaching us the problem has now been brought to 

an end. There is nothing at all for the citizens to worry about." He added: 
"According to the information I have, a daily average of between 150 and 200 tanker 
trucks are responsible for delivering gasoline to urban areas. At the request of 
every filling station, gasoline is delivered by between one and four tanker trucks 
to these stations." 


Continuing he said: "Dear citizens should not in any way worry about gasoline 
shortages in storage facilities, pipelines and refineries--especially the 

Tehran refinery--because production is continuing as before and there is no 

cause for concern. This was an intermittent problem of fuel distribution which, 
thank God, has been eliminated." In conclusion the Deputy Oil Minister asked 
committed Muslims to call either 591063 or 660127 should they observe difficulties 
in fuel distribution and keep responsible officials informed. 
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TEHRAN ELABORATES POSITION ON AFGHAN SETTLEMENT 


Aid to Afghan Refugees 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 10 Nov 81 p 1 


{Text |] 


expansionist master were imposing oppression. He said 
that from an Islamic view point Iran was duty bound to 
assist those refugees who sought to free their country 
from oppression, but the Iranian government was in no 
way obliged to help those Afghan “refugees” who were 
criminals or were from questionable political parties. 
He cited the pro-Soviet Tudeh Party as an example of 
these and he said that they were serving only the interests 
of the Soviet Union by concealing Soviet crimes in 
Afghanistan. He reiterated Iran’s policy of “Neither East 
nor West” and| said his country support the truly 


Oo e 
Geeaking on the budget allocated to the Afghan 
refugees Dr. Sorureddin said that the should 
allocate about 2.5 million rials for every 50,000 e 
annual!y. This he said was ite the fact that 
received no outside assistance and had 2 million homeless 
itself because of the Iraqi i war. Also additional 
expenditure on the war made the situation more 
difficult but he assured the care of the Afghan refugees as 
Iran’s religious duty. 

Commenting on Iran’s participation in the recent 
session of the High Commissariat for Refugees in Geneva 








IRAN 

















he said Iran's objective was two fold: To discuss 
the Afghauiisian problem and the Cur .*e 
forces thus attracting world att tion to the oppressed 
Afghan people and secondly to silence hostile western 
propaganda against the Islamic Republic of Iran as being 
a system against humanitarian issues. 





Foreign Ministry Plan 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 12 Nov 81 p 2 


[Editorial by Zainab: "Iran's Afghan Plan: Removing Excuses" ] 


[Text ] 


Following the revolutionary proposal of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran for the formation of an anti-Zionist anti-Imperialist 
Islamic front, the Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic has 
presented ~ solution for the Afghanisian issue. This solution 
clearly projects the attitudes of the Islamic Republic vis-a-vis the 
present government of Afghanistan and the Soviet forces 
occupying that country. 

After a long period of inactivity and stagnation, imposed 
upon the Foreign Ministry by various factors, the Third 
Revolution, i.e. the ousting of liberal and hypocrite elements 
from the official ranks, paved the way for the revitalization of 
this vital organ. 

Because the Islamic Revolution has come toa Stage where its 
export is an essential condition of its continuation, the activities 
of the Foreign Ministry play an indispensable role in the further 
development of the revolution. This Ministry must take long, 
rapid strides in countering imperialist strategies and policies 
against Iran. Through its Islamic oriented measures it must 
neutralize all attempts to isolate and weaken this Republic. 
Before all else, it must tend (according to the Qur'an) to the 
affairs of the Muslims and the region which have direct effects 
upon itself. Finally it is the responsibility of this organ to 
materialize in strategy and action, the life giving guidelines of 
Imam Khomeini and the autheniic slogans of the revolution 
chanted by the Muslim masses and supported by the ever 
increasing blood of the martyrs, proclaiming neither East or nor 
West but Islamic Republic. 

The Afghanistan plan submitted by the Foreign Ministry 
reflects the fact that this organ has attempted to meet most of the 
aforementioned priorities and goals, despite the great pressure of 
problems imposed on the country by Western imperialism. This 
ts an evident sign, of the stabilization of the Islamic Republic’s 
government and its march towards realizing the divine goals 
before it. 

Considering Afghanistan’s strategic location vis-a-vis Iran, 
the present aggression which Soviet forces have launched 
against it’s territory, and the predominant Mustim population of 
Afghanistan, it becomes clear why the Islamic Republic feels 
responsible to propose a solution which would recognize the 
natural nights of the Muslim Afghan people and put an end to 
Soviet aggression. 3 

















The proposal consists mainly of two major aspects both of 
which are anti-imperialist in nature. First is the withdrawal of 
all Soviet forces from Afghan territory and their 
with anti-imperialist Muslim peace keeping forces. Secondly the 
plan calls for the establishment of a popular im govern- 
ment independent of amy superpowers. The other components of 
this proposal are presented in such a way that they deprive 
Soviets and even Pakistan of any pretext far dgnouncing pr nb. 
accepting this proposal. 

With the presentation of this plan, the Soviets, who consis- 
tently claim that they have entered Afghanistan by popular 
demand and due to American threats and who also allege that 
they will retreat from Afghan territory whenever the threats are 
removed, will have no justification for their further occupation. 
In reality the submission of this proposal clearly serves as a 
gauge which determines. The sincerity of all the involved parties 
Pakistan included. Even the deployment of American naval 
ships in the Indian Ocean which is continuing and escalating, 
under the pretext of confronting the Soviet presence in Afghanis- 
tan and its threat to the whole region, will be questioned or more 
precisely, exposed for the world. 

Primarily this proposal prevents any further internationaliza- 
tion of the Afghan issue. Secondly, by showing that Muslim 
countries are capable of solving their own dilemmas without 
foreign intervention, the worldwide imperialist hegemony of 
America and Russia can be rightfully broken. 

When and if the Soviets reject this plan and other parties 
refrain from adhering to it, it will become clear for the world and 
particularly the mustaz’afin that as Imam Khomeini once 
mentioned these superpowers (America and Russia) unite over 
their economic interests and claim to have disputes only when 
these same interests require it. Actually both fear a firm and 
solid ideology rooted in the divine power of God and the firm 
hearts of the believers. Both feel greatly threatened by the 
realization of this ideology in Iran and the man of God who 
engineered it, Imam Khomeini. 

Naturally, any plan or proposal submitted by the Islamic 
Republic seeks out and serves the needs of the downtrodden 
peoples and thus contradicts‘ the expansionist policies of the 
major powers. This plan is no exception. After this proposal was 
presented on Tuesday by the Undersecretary of the Foreign 
Ministry, the Yankee media in general refrained from broad- 
casting this news. This policy of censorship, misinformation and 
“half news” becomes more evident when we study the great 
propaganda scheme these same imperialist mediums launched 
when Fahd’s compromising eight point plan was announced. 
Both plans originate from Third World countries, the difference 
lies in the fact that one serves and benefits the downtrodden 
masses, the refugees and the homeless Afghan people. The 
other serves millions of petro-dollars to the cartels and trusts 
governing over the imperialist system. The eight points leads the 
legendary struggle of the Palestinians for their just rights to a 
disgraceful compromise with their outright enemy, Zionism. 


— 
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The Foreign Ministry of the Islamic Republic has removed 
the clouds of uncertainty and fraud from the Afghanistan issue 
by proposing an explicit and effective plan. Although the 
Yankee media is attempting to suffocate and ignore these 
evident signs of the Islamic Republic's emergence as a deter- 
mining factor in the region, the downtrodden masses are 
listening and realizing bit by bit that Islam is the only force 
capable of emancipating them from the chains of arrogance and 


oppression. 
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TUDEH NETWORK EXPOSED, CLAIM TEHRAN REPORTS 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 46, 12 Nov 81 pp 5-6 


[Text] A network of pro-Moscow communist Tudeh party agents has been discovered 
in the Iranian armed forces and several of its members have been summarily 
executed, according to reports from Iran. Many other suspects are said to 

have been rounded up, the numbers said to be already in the "hundreds." 


Tehran radio and newspapers recently reported without explanation the execution 
of five air force officers. Informed sources say it has now been revealed the 
five were members of the Tudeh network mainly centred in the air force. 


The media's silence about the affair is said to be explained by the fact that 
investigations continue and further arrests can be expected. 


Most of the arrests are reported to have taken place at one of the country's 
biggest air bases near Hamadan, but others are reported from the central military 
administrative offices in Tehran and in other big cities like Shiraz and Isfahan. 


Significantly, the authorities in Tehran have closed down the Soviet cultural 
centre, which has functioned for many decades in the capital. No explanation 

nas been given, but IPS sources say it coincided with the beginning of the 
arrests at Hamadan and in Tehran. A "mild" protest was made over the closure, 
but, again significantly, Moscow radio's Persian language broadcasts have avoided 
any reference to it or the execution of the military men. 


The Tudeh has always made the armed forces one of their main hunting grounds. 
Even in the late 70's a military cell was broken up in Tehran. Earlier, following 


the collapse of the Mossadeq government in 1953, a huge Tudeh network was dis- 
covered and dismantled, with large numbers of arrests. 
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OPPOSITION GROUPS' COALITION PLANS FALTER 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 46, 12 Nov 81 p 6 


[Text] Moves towards setting up a loose coalition of exile opposition groups 
in Paris faltered this week. A pessimistic source close to the talks said 
gloomily that the firs’. round of negotiations could accurately be described 
as "collapsing." 


Though not prepared to write off the coalition plan yet, other sources contacted 
by IPS also conceded there were serious problems. These were, according to one 
usually reliable informant, related to differences between National Iranian 
Resistence Movement leader Shahpour Bakhtiar =and a former National Front 
colleague in Admiral Ahmad Madani. Madani joined the opposition groups after 
serving for some time as minister of defence for the Khomeyni regime and standing 
for the presidency of the Islamic republic. 


Although nobody would confirm what the differences were, some sources hinted 
clearly that both Bakhtiar and Madani felt they should play the leading role in 
the coalition. 


An IPS informant said that veteran statesman Ali Amini was upset at the turn 
events had taken following considerable original optimism. He is reported as 
having told friends that "if anyone is to be leader it will be in a liberated 
Iran and not elsewhere," and that political figures should bury their differences 
and forget their own individual interests until they were home again. 


Amini and a moderate Paris-based religious figure in Ayatollah Mehdi Rouhani have 
been acting as go-betweens in the negotiations between the leaders of the 
different groups. Sources close to both men were not prepared to concede that 
they felt the negotiations had finally atrophied, but they admitted both men 

were sadly disappointed. 


The disappointment was heightened, sources hinted, by the fact that right wing 
figures like the Shah's former strongman Ghalamali Oveissi seemed happy to concede 
some of their individual identity to take part in the coalition project. The 

only agreement demanded from the participants in the coalition was that they would 
work together solely to topple Khomeyni and then to ensure a plebiscite was taken 
to ascertain the people of Iran's preference for the form of their future regime. 


The coalition scheme has not been dropped and contacts will continue, IPS was 
led to believe. 
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KURDISH SPLIT REPORTED TO BE WIDENING 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 46, 12 Nov 81 p 9 


[Text] As reports of fierce fighting between tribesmen and revolutionary guards 
continue to come in from Kurdestan, sources close to the Kurds confirm IPS’ news 
last week of a split in their ranks. 


Though one of the best-known leaders in Abdolrahman Ghassemloo, who heads the 
Kurdish Democratic Party of Iran, has announced that he is joining the Rajavi- 
Bani-Sadr National Council of Resistance, the bulk of the Kurds under arms are 
said to have decided to remain under the overall leadership of the more moderate 
Shaikh Ezzedin Hossaini. 


These latter include the Gurani, Javanroodi, Eghbali and Sanjabi Kurds. The 
followers of Sardar Jaf, the strongly monarchist tribal leader whose son was 
executed by the mullahs, are retaining their own strongly-independent royalist 
line. The Barzanis, traditonal fighters against the Iraqi regime and strong 
advocates of autonomy, and the Qomleh remnants of Seif Ghazi have not committed 
themselves to either Ghassemloo, whom they have previously shunned, or Hossaini. 


Shapour Bakhtiar's strong following among many of the Kurds has encouraged the 
break with Ghassemloo, for these men are not happy with the alliance with the 
Mojahedin, sources say. Some observers see the possibility that Ghassamloo 
could find his position seriously undermined by his decision. He has already 
been widely criticised by Kurds for his extreme Marxist views. 


In addition, sources say, his well-known separatist inclinations, even if he 
keeps them in check at present, have very little support among the rank and file 
of the Kurdish fighters. They prefer a return to their privileged status under 
the Shah's regime, when they felt they had some autonomy without the cares 
involved in having to run wider affairs. Ghassemloo has been a long time 

away from his native area and his critics say that, unlike Hossaini, he is not 
so well aware of the popular mood. 


Autonomy, in fact, for most of the Kurds means freedom to deal with their fellow- 
Kurds in Iraq and Turkey and the right to bear arms under the benevolent 
supervision of the army, just as they did until three years ago. They are not 
anxious to compromise their relations with any future Tehran regime, either. 


32 




















Meanwhile, the Tehran press and radio have reported Many new incidents in 
Kurdestan in the past week or so. They include the killing of a revolutionary 
guard of 16 and afterwards the burning of his body, as well as admissions of 
many deaths among the security forces, though not the army. The arrest of one 
claimed tribal leader named Rashid Pirouti was also reported by the Tehran 
daily ETTELAAT; he was accused of being the leader of one of the "American 
groups" and of "torturing many good citizens who believed in the revolution." 


Four members of the Construction Crusade were also ambushed and killed near 
Mahabad, the Islamic Republic newspaper reported. The killers were singing 


and dancing around the burning car of the dead men when they were interrupted 
by revolutionary guards and made off, the paper said. 
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FORMER OPPONENT OF SHAH APPEALS TO WORLD 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 46, 12 Nov 81 pp 6-7 


[Text] Khalil Rezai, a longtime leftist political activist in Iran whose family 
became famous there after three of his children, all member; of the Mojahedin-e- 
Khalq organisation, were killed fighting the Shah's regime, says that contrary 
to what many people say Khomeyni is fully aware of everything that is happening 
in the country, including the killings. 


"In several cases I personally told him that people described to him as criminals, 
and who were thrown into jail and their property confiscated, were in fact 
completely innocent, but every time I found my remarks did not please him," 
Rezai, who recently escaped from the Islamic republic where he had become a 
prominent figure, told reporters in Paris. He said Khomeyni directed many of 

the actions himself, 


The Rezai family, including the mother, became heroes at the time of the 1978 
uprising because of their implacable fight against the Shah and his regime over 
previous years. No appeals to reason on the part of their friends could prevent 
them trying to martyr themselves in a chilling rehearsal for events that were 
to come. 


Khalil Rezai, who left Iran five months ago for the United States with the 
authorisation of the Tehran regime but then began an anti-Khomeyni campaign, 

now has a price on his head, he says. His family in Tehran is being persecuted 
and his property has been confiscated. He is currently in Europe giving a series 
of talks and interviews as a continuation of his campaign against the mullahs. 


He accused Khomeyni this week of "exterminating at least 25 times as many as the 
Shah did throughout his lifetime." Under the Shah, he said, youngsters under 

18 would never face execution and all detainees would face trial, even if only 
"show" ones, because of the Shah's concern in the light of internationally 
approved principles. 


"But under Khomeyni even girls of nine years of age are executed, along with 
90-year-olds, without trial and without the slightest respect for justice," 
Rezai said. Part of the vast Aryamehr stadium, which could hold 100,000 people, 
had even been turned into a prison, so many people were being arrested. 
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Rezai also accused Khomeyni's friends and close entourage of "the worst kind of 
corruption," as well as plundering the country's wealth. "They are looting and 
plundering people and the nation of billions--many of the so-called organisations 
to help the deprived are covers for robbing the public and sending out money. 
Beheshti, now assassinated, Khomeyni's close family and some of his close aides 
have all been in this dirty business," 


He claimed that only 10 per cent of Iranians, mostly the illirerate and fanatical 
sections, still supported Khomeyni. Intellectuals, liberals, journalists and 
other patriots who opposed the ayatollah were either executed, imprisoned, in 
hiding or had fled the country. Those who remained and cooperated with the 
regime were those who benefited immediately from it. 


According to Rezai the Mojahedin organisation constituted the only hope for the 
majority of Iranians. "There are more than five million Mojahedin iN Tran, and 
millions of other Iranians support them," he said. "If Khomeyni is right in 
Saying that the Mojahadin do not represent anything, that they are not important, 
that they are finished--then why does he not allow them just one single 
demonstration?" 


He said that one of the main reasons why Khomeyni's regime survives was continued 
Western support, including from the United States, France and Britain. They were 
willing to provide anything Khomeyni needed. Recently he had signed a $20 million 
arms deal with the U.S. Support from the hardline Arab countries like Libya was 
another factor. 


Rezai was also bitter about the failure of international human rights organisations 
to pursue effective campaigns against the Tehran regime. "During the Shah's 

regime they would go screaming, shouting, denouncing and demonstrating for those 
arrested, never mind executed, but now that Khomeyni is executing hundreds at once 
they stay mute,” he said. 


As far as the Soviet Union is concerned, Rezai said he was convinced it would never 
occupy Iran. "Iran is not Afghanistan," he said. "The Mojaheden fighting the 
Afghan government are reactionaries, while our Mojahedin are revolutionaries. 

Even with the help of the Tudeh party, Khomeyni cannot last for a long time, either." 


Iranians today were living in a hell, Rezai said. All the country's elite had 
left--in Canada alone, 15,000 Iranian doctors and engineers were working. They 
would never come back to Iran. 

"Khomeyni has ruined the country, has destroyed even its historical monuments 


and is doing his best to wipe out Iranian civilisation and history," Rezai 
declared. "He must be fought as a foreign evil." 
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POWER STRUGGLE AMONG RULING MULLAHS 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 46, 12 Nov 81 pp 1-2 


[Text] Once again there are Signs of a new power struggle among the ruling 
Mullahs in Iran. Iran's new president Ali Khamenei has made it clear that, 
like Bani-Sadr before him, he does not see his office as merely a protocol 
one and that he plans to rule. 


This is shown, Iran watchers point out, by his choice of young, inexperienced 
revolutionaries as successive nominees for the premiership to replace his 
main rival, the influential Ayatollah Mahdavi-Kani, whom he forced into resigning. 


Khamenei also sees the concentration of hardline revolutionary MPs in the Majlis 
as another source of power which he can exploit, it is said. Even Speaker 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, he feels, can be circumnavigated by direct appeal to the 
extremists, so Hashemi Rafsanjani's good relationship with Mahdavi-Kani need 

be no obstacle. 


While Mahdavi-Kani has greater Support on the revolutionary committee and among 
the revolutionary corpsmen and police (he was a key figure in setting up the 
committees and courts) Khamenei is on good terms with Mussavi-Tabrizi, the 
powerful revolutionary prosecutor-general. But sources in Tehran say the Majlis 
may not turn out to be the staunch ally Khamenei sees in it, and will probably 
prove divided on a great many issues, 


Differences between the two groupings are on policy. Mahdavi-Kani and Rafsanjani 
are said to be both against outright socialisation of the economy. Last Friday 
Rafsanjani said there should be early clarification of the private sector's role 
to assure it of its place and give busnessmen some security, while experts must 
be called back to serve the country. 


But Khamenei is quoted as saying that "no matter how much we pamper and encourage 
the private sector and the technocrats they will never help us, so we had better 
give up wooing them and go about running the country the way we know best without 
their help." 
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Ayatollah Khomeyni's current silence on the obvious differences that divide the 
two mullah camps is a repeat of his performance at the time when Bani-Sadr 
precipitated his own conflict with the hardliners. This is probably due, 
sources in Tehran feel, to the fact that he is not sure which side to hack. 

They point out that at the height of the crisis involving Bani-Sadr he preserved 
a three-week silence before he came out with his comments on the dispute. 


Meanwhile the regime faces many problems. These include a faltering economy, 
with a real cash crisis; the opposition remains active with continued killing 
of regime supporters reported in the Tehran press--the most serious last week 
the attempt on the life of Khomeyni's Mashad representative, Abbas Vaez Tabbasi, 
which resulted in the death of his deputy, Mohammad Javad Modarressi, and his 
guards; internationally, the regime's prestige continues to drop, with the much- 
vaunted plan for the liberation of Palestine ending up as something of a joke 
and the Afghanistan plan also preliminarily proving a damp squib. At the same 
time Saudi Prince Fahd's plan for Mideast peace continues to gain ground, while 
the Tehran regime has set itself completely against it. This is one of the 
factors causing continued coolness between Tehran and the Palestinians, whose 
chief, Yasser Arafat, has welcomed the Fahd initiative. The war also is going 
badly and the top military brass is getting angry and impatient with continued 
inefficiency, failure to obtain supplies, and the apparent greed and unwordli- 
ness of the mullahs. The military failed to intervene in recent battles in 

the Kurdish town of Boukan, where revolutionary guards were left to deal with 
the attackers. 


Signs of an incipient growth in support for the monarchywith leaflets being 
spread and, even according to one Tehran report, a brief demonstration in the 
street to mark Empress Farah's birthday during which the crowd called for 
"Bakhtiar to bring back the Shah," and other reports of the exile opposition 
groups trying to come together in a bid to topple the regime, have also been 
noted by leaders in Tehran. 


Observers feel that the decision to return this year to traditional-type mourning 
ceremonies for Moharram for the first time since the revolution, instead of 
turning the period into another political campaign as in the past two years, 

was in response to the heavy pressures on the regime. 


Radio monitors said that even Mo jahedin-e-Khalq leader Mossoud Rajavi and 


Bani-Sadr escaped attack last week in a surprisingly quiet period. There were, 
however, occasional attacks on the late Shah and his father and even young Reza. 
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SDAR OFFICIAL: REVOLUTION HAS STRENGTHENED LIBERATION MOVEMENTS 
Tehran EITELA'AT in Persian 1 Nov 81 p 14 


[Text] Ma’ al-Aynayn Sadiq, the new ambassador of the Saharan Democratic Arab 
Republic in Tehran and member of the POLISARIO movement said in an interview: 
"The Iran Islamic revolution is like a mother for the liberation movements of 
the world," because this revolution, through its victory over one of the biggest 
mercenaries of imperialism, has resulted in a reinforcement of all the libera- 
tion movements of the world. 


He began by referring to the history of the Sahara and the establishment of a 
democratic republic in that country: "The Saharan Democratic Arab Republic, 
which has an Arab Islamic government, is located in the northwestern part of 
Africa and has common borders with Mauritania, Algeria and Morocco. This 
country, which covers an area of 482,000 square kilometers and has a population 
of nearly 1 million people, has stood up in fight against the colonialism of 
foreign governmen*s like France, England, Portugal, Holland, Spain and Morocco. 


"The existence of the Saharan liberation movement was announced in 1967; and in 
1970, following the martyrdom of tens of thousands of people of the Sahara 

by the Spanish army, this movement started its armed struggle. In the first 
clash, 85 percent of its territory was liberated by killing hundreds of Spanish 
soldiers and capturing some tens of them. At the end ot 1975, the king of 
Morocco, by using his army against the troops of the Saharan liberation army 

and with the cooperation of colonialist Spain and Mauritania, brought about a 
multifaceted alliance against the Saharan nation. In February 1976, Spain 
officially gave up the territory of the Sahara and we announced the independence 
of our country and started the struggle against the Mauritanian and Moroccan 
occupiers. Finally, in August 1979, a peace treaty was signed between the 
Saharan Democratic Arab Republic and the Mauritanian forces; in accordance with 
it, Mauritania recalled its troops from the areas under its occupation and 
respected the rights of our people, officially recognizing the POLISARIO libera- 
tion front as the sole legitimate representative of the Saharan nation; thus, 
the Saharan liberation movement is continuing its struggle against the regime 

of King Hassan in Morocco." 


The ambassador added: "In addition to liberating 85 percent of our territory, we 


have succeeded in occupying some parts of southern Morocco, and until such time 
when the occupying troops leave our soil, we shall not leave their own territory." 
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The POLISARIO ambassador went on: "To date 5] countries and also the OAU have 
officially recognized the Saharan Democratic Arab Republic."’ In reference to the 
goals and plans of the POLISARIO front, he said: "We started our struggle with 
few human and material resources and the only factor in the victory of the 
Saharan people is the strength of their faith." In reference to the activities 
that his country has carried out so far for the Saharan people, he stated: "In 
the areas that are far removed from the reach of enemy attacks we have been able, 
in addition to the military training of the people, to establish organizations 

to deal with the domestic and foreign affairs of the Sahara. These organizations 
have provided the people with important social services such as camps for 
refugees, hospitals, schools, etc. As a result, the literacy rate of the Saharan 
people increased from 5 to 75 percent; children became acquainted with the Koran 
and the principles of Islam in the mosques during a 2-year period before starting 
their primary education, which is compulsory for all." 


In relation to carrying out negotiations with the Moroccan Government with a view 
to ending the war, he stated: "Even though Morocco is an invader and an occupier, 
we wish to find a peaceful solution and a dialogue with this country in order to 
put an end to the war and bloodshed and economic losses. However, the Morrocan 
Government has always refused to accept negotiations, because it knows that to 
accept a dialogue will be equivalent to officially recognizing the Saharan 
Democratic Arab Republic." 


In relation to the OAU plan, which has apparently been accepted by King Hassan, 
the ambassador said: "Under pressure or public opinion, King Hassan has 
apparently accepted this plan, in which it is proposed that a UN-supervised 
referendum be carried out to determine the fate of the people, but this is only 
a propaganda maneuver." 


He added: "Since the preliminary to holding such a referendum is the withdrawal 
of the invaders, King Hassan has refused to carry out this operation; and he 
would like the people of the region under the occupation of the Moroccan troops 
to cast a ballot under his own supervision by force of arms." 


The POLISARIO ambassador, referring to the fact that the Saharan people are at 
the same time attempting to continue their nation's struggle against the invaders 
without becoming dependent on either of the superpowers, said in relation to 
obtaining weapons for the Saharan guerrillas: "We fulfill two-thirds of our 
needs in arms and ammunition by capturing booty from the Moroccan troops and we 
obtain the rest from friendly countries." 


Ma' al-Aynayn Sadiq then said in support of the Iran Islamic revolution: "The 
victory of this revolution for us is like our own victory, because this movement, 
through its victory over one of the biggest mercenaries of imperialism, has 
resulted in the strengthening of all the liberation movements of the world." 


In reference to the relations between the Saharan Democratic Arab Republic and 


the Iran Islamic Republic and their common points of view, he said: "The two 
countries have excellent relations and their mutual points of view--especially 
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on the struggle against imperialism to achieve genuine independence--are very 
Similar. For this reason, we have decided that, in spite of the request from 

some Asian countries to establish an embassy in them, the first embassy we open 

on this continent to be in Tehran." The POLISARIO ambassador added: "The 
Republic of the Sahara and the Iran Islamic Republic are getting better acquainted 
with each other and they will fight hand in hand against imperialism and Zionism, 
for the freedom of all human beings. In general, we consider every country that 
is struggling against imperialism, for freedom and independence, as having a 
common goal with us." 


The new ambassador of the Saharan Democratic Arab Republic finally wished for 
unity and power for Iran under Imam Khomeyni and said: "My message to the people 
of Iran, espeically to the families of the martyrs, carries the friendship, 
brotherhood and solidarity of the people and government of the Sahara. We wish 
that the Iran Islamic Republic will soon be able to Carry out well its 
responsibilities in the international arena and free the people from tyranny; 
because the Iran Islamic revolution is like a mother to all the liberation 
movements of the world." 
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WIDENING OF REPRESSION OF DISSIDENTS: 


London 8 DAYS in English 7 Nov 81 pp 16-17 


[Text ] 


AS IRAN’S parliament, the Majlis, finally 
appointed hardliner Mir Hussein Mousavi 
as prime minister — after unprecedented 
arguments and rejecting two earlier candi- 
dates put forward by the newly-elected 
President Khamenci — the fundamentalist 
regime wa: widening its repression of dissi- 
dents. Now soldiers, airmen and clergy are 
facing the firing squads. 

Recent executions have included: 

@ in the northern city of Rasht, four sol- 
dicrs were shot after being accused of 
cooperating with the armed resistance 
group. the Mujaheddin. A government 
Statement broadcast in Tehran said ‘that 
tney had been found in a ‘team house’, a 
secret base of the kind the Mujaheddin have 
used to organise their squads of street fight- 
ers. 

@Five pilots have been executed, say 
sources in Tehran. They too had been 
acci:+cd of cooperating with munafigin — 
“hyrccrites’ — the term used in government 
Statements to indicate the Mujaheddin. 

@: cur young clergymen are said to have 
bee: shot after allegations that they had 
been associating with the leftists. Opposi- 
tion sources named them as Ahmad 
Mohaddeth. Amir Sharifreza, Yunes 
Bahrani and Mohsen al Eshagh. 

News of the killings came as the former 
president, Anol Hassan Bani Sadr, called on 
the governments Revolutionary Guards to 
join the Opposition in a mass movement to 
overthrow the regime He also appealed to 
‘clergymen, intellectuals and political per- 
sonalities to protest and to break the sil- 
ence’. 

In response, Ayatollah Khomeini warned 
the Revolutionary Guards that any sugges- 
tion of disunity in their ranks would allow 
‘counter-revolutionaries to infiltrate them. 
He urged the guards. or pasdaran. who have 


THE KILLING CONTINUES 


enforced the country’s internal security 
since the fall of the Shah, ‘to oppose those 
whose Islam is different from that of the 
clergymen’ — a reference to the ‘radical 
Islam’ of the Mujaheddin. 

The execution of military personnel is an 
important departure for the government. 
Hitherto the armed forces have been ack- 
nowledged as loyal to Tehran, though there 
have long been claims from the Opposition 
that they have widespread influence among 
the lower ranks. 

The execution of pilots is particularly sig- 
nificant, as Iran is desperately short of air- 
crew. The death sentence on the airmen 
may indicate deepening concern about 
Opposition influence in the airforce. It was 
under the protection of airforce personnel 
that Bani Sadr and the Mujaheddin leader. 
Massoud Rajavi, were flown out of Iran in 
August. 

The shooting of the four mullahs also 
marks the first occasion on which a group of 
clergy have been executed. At the begin- 
ning of October Ayatollah Habibollah 
Ashuri, who had been in prison for nine 
months, was among a group of 50 suspected 
dissidents executed in Tehran. And a Mailis 
deputy, Ayatollah Ghaffouri, has been in 
hiding since his two sons, Sadegh and 
Mohammed Qazem. were executed two 
months ago. 

Sources in Iran report that families who 
have asked for the bodies of their executed 
sons and daughters claim that a practice 
associated with the regime of the Shah has 
been reintroduced. They have been asked 
to pay 1,000 tomans (about $75) for each 
bullet hole in ilie victim's corpse. Recently a 
large number of Tehran families were 
refused permission to retrieve the corpses. 

The human rights organisation, Amnesty 
International, has asked the Iranian gov- 
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ernment for facilities for an investigating 
delegation to visit Iran. But Ayatollah 
Khomeini said that Amnesty was ‘corrupt’. 
Addressing members of Iran's Parent- 
Teachers Ass: : +-10n, Khomeini described 
Amnesty as‘a diabolical power’ .*They have 
a mission, he said, “to crush this Islamic 
movement and. accordingly, Islam.’ 

The foreign ministry in Tehran later 
issued a Statein ni listing eight conditions 
for an Amnesty investigation. They 
included the repudiating of ‘zionist and 
imperialist interventions in Lebanon and in 
Cefitral America, guaranteeing that the 
delegation would include at least one Mus- 
lim lawyer, and a prior condemnation of 
‘the criminal behaviour’ of the Mujaheddin. 

Amnesty claims that ‘a minimum’ of 
3,400 executions have been carried out in 
Iran since 1979. In 1980, it says, nearly 
two-thirds of all known executions 
throughout the world took place in Iran. On 
21 October Amnesty declared that since the 
dismissal of Bani Sadr in Junc, 1,800 people 
have been shot by the regime. 

The revolutionary prosecutor general, 
Musavi Tabrizi, countered Amnesty’s fig- 
ures. Official figures, he said, showed that 
1.405 executions had taken place since 
June. He said that the rate of assassinations 
and attacks by opposition forces had 
declined markedly in recent weeks. 

Musavi Fabrizi claimed that since June 
half the supporters of what he contemptu- 
ously termed the ‘mini-groups’ of the left- 
wing opposition had ‘repented’ and that 90 
per cent of those arrested had also 
repented. ‘Guidance programmes have 
been organised for them in prisons,’ he said. 

The opposition has received support 
from an unexpected quarter. After last 
month’s fiery speech in the Majlis in which 
he warned that Iran could become ‘an ocean 
of blood’, Mehdi Bazargan, the former 
prime minister. has published a document 
attacking the government's policies. 

Bazargan — a leading moderate who was 
the first prime minister after the revolution 
-— refers directly to the Mujaheddin as ‘our 
youth, young men and women who are 
dving in street clashes or by order of the 
Revolutionary Force’. He appealed to 
Ayatollah Khomeini: “Stop and rethink 
before it is too late.’ 

After his Majlis speech, Bazargan was 
furiously attacked by fundamentalist 
deputies. He was branded as an ‘American 
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lackey’, and deputy Hojatoleslam Rezvani 
accused Bazargan and his political allies of 
implication in the wave of assassination’ 
that swept Iran over the summer. 

While Bazargan was publishing his pro- 
tests in Tehran, unexpected dissension in 
the Majlis held up the election of a new 
prime minister. 

As President Khamenei moved ratifica- 
tion of his nominee, Dr Ali Velayati, all 
observers expected automatic approval. 
Velayati, an American-educated doctor, is 
a member of the little-known fundamental- 
ist grouping, Hojatiyeh, distinguished by its 
strong opposition to leftwing ideas and its 
anti-Bahai activities. These hardline cre- 
dentials were expected to present him as a 
good candidate to work closely with the 
equally intransigent new president. 

To the astonishment of most Iranians, 
Velayati was narrowly rejected — by a 
Majority of six votes among the 207 
deputies present. 

Velayati was later said to have been 
rejected because there was insufficieni evi- 
dence that he had taken part in the struggle 
to overthrow the Shah. Khamenei declared 
the rejection had been ‘courageous’. ‘The 
independence of the Majlis is precious to 
us,” he said. ‘The Majlis is the source of all 
decisions. He added that he had five more 
candidates for the post of prime minister. 

His second choice, Oil Minister Moham- 
med Gharazi, also failed to win the 
deputies’ approval, and Khamenei brought 
forward the hardline Foreign Minister 
Mousavi as a third option, but this time 
demanding a vote of confidence for his lat- 
est choice. Mousavi was finally approved. 

During the confusion of the nominations 
and rejections, the former prime minister, 
Ayatollah Mahdavi Kani, remained in 
office. He had resigned in mid-October 
after what were described in Tehran as 
‘clear signs of tension’ between himself and 
Khamenei during the presidential election 
in which they were both candidates. 

The recent dissension is attributed by 
some observers of Majlis affairs to indicate 
the emergence of an informal alliance 
around Mahdavi Kani, whois not a member 
of the ruling Islamic Republican Party. This 
new group is thought to favour a more 
‘moderate’ approach to domestic policies, 
especially that of repression. 
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ITALIAN WORKERS IN COUNTRY: A SENSE OF OPPRESSION 


London 8 DAYS in English 7 Nov 81 p 39 


[Text ] 


THE FIME we should have decided to 
leave Tran was when the Shah was over- 
thrown. We didn’t. so now we are trapped in 
thus theatre of the absurd. was how one 
Italian official describes the position of his 
country’s companics operating in’ Iran. 
They are trapped chasing payments for 


) Work already completed while every day 





they accumulate tresh debts so that the 
break -off point always has to be postponed. 

For many. news that such an air of gloom 
hangs over Italy's companics working in 
Iran is a Surprise. By staying Italy now finds 
herself among the top two or three foreign 
nations still working on the sort of contracts 
that once made Iran such an attraction to 
the outside world. Currently Italian com- 
panies. many state-owned, are involved in 
projects Valued at about Sohn. according to 
ther embassy in Tehian. Some 1,300 
Italian workers and their families are living 
m the country and. if work on the Bandar 
Abbas port gets under way later this vear, 
the number will go over 2.000. 

Explaining the Italian role in Iran, Dr 
Giacomo Santclite. first secretary for com- 
mercial aftairs. said: ‘We were the last 
major wesicrn country to become involved 
in Iran. As a result our main companies 
arrived here at much the same time. and 
most Of our contracts were signed after 
1974. The embassy, like many others, 
seems to fear that if it leaves all would be 
lost. 

The main ftahan companies operating in 
Iran are: 

@ Italeonstructor -— a consortium Jed by 
Condotte d’Acqua and including 
Dragomar. CMF and Italedil. with a $1bn 
contract to build the port of Bandar Abbas 
on the Gulf: 


@ italimpianti — with an equipment sup- 
ply and installation contract on a $3bn new 
steel mill planned for the Isfahan area in 
central Iran; ; 

@ Gruppo Industrie Elettro (GIE) — 
involved in constructing power stations at 
Bandar Abbas, Isfahan and at Kalan, north 


| of Tehran; 


@ Saipem and Snamprogetti — both sub- 


| Sidiaries of ENI, the state oil company, 
_ involved in contract maintenance work on 





Pipelines, construction of 400km of gas 
pipeline in southern Iran and of the Kangi- 
ran gas treatment and gathering station in 
the northeast; 

@ Italstrade — which has just completed a 
400km highway east of Tehran: 

@ |PI-System — assemblers of prefabri- 
cated schools and temporary housing com- 
plexes for use on major construction sites: 
and, 

@ SAE — power lines and sub-stations 
connecting Bandar Abbas to the natiwnal 
grid and Isfahan, 750km away. 

Despite this list many of the individual 
site Managers and representatives of these 
chifcrent companies evince an air of depres- 
sion und, in some cases, of fear. A case in 
point ts the work on the Bandar Abbas port, 
the completion of which is of Strategic 
importance to Iran. given the Gulf war and 
the long-term benefits of a port at the 
mouth of the Gulf. 

At the end of August Iran gave the go 
ahead to a new agreement for Italconstrutt 
to finish the work. This entailed a price 
escalation, and Iran's agreement to pay 
about $220m for work already done. Faced 
with an acute foreign exchange shortage thc 
fran Central Bank has, so far, simply 
ignored this agreement and has not made 
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the first instalment pay ment of $30m of this 
sum. In so doing, it has thrown into doubt 
the whole scheme. 

One other aspect of the Bandar Abbas 


project which has deeply angered the | 
1,000-member ltalan expatriate staff 


centres on the refusal of permission for the 


catering company to import food for the site 
camp. Worse sull 1s the position of those | 


GIE workers involved in the Isfahan power 
station. For scvcra! months. they have becn 
effectively forccd — at one point by armed 
revolutionary guards — to operate the plant 
on Iran's behalf, as their customer is refus- 
ing to accept its handover. 

For Saipem and Snamprogetti the central 
problem remains uncertainty over its con- 
struction contract on the 400km_ gas 
pipeline from Kangan on the Gulf to join 
the existing IGAT-1 line that runs the 
length of the country north to south. Origi- 
nally part of the gas supply arrangement 
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with the Soviet Union this pipeline is now 
seen’as a major development of the 

‘domestic gas system. However, Saipem 

seems unable to obtain a firm Starting date. 

IP1-System is on the verge of leaving Iran 
with one complex being monthly repainted 
and touched up in the hope that the cus- 
tomer will take possession. And, although 
Italstrada has a good relationship with the 
ministry of roads. it may prefer to leave 
rather than accept fresh contracts. 

Almost all senior Italian staff speak of 
‘counting the days till their own departures. 
Among the most pessimistic of all the man- 
agers was one who likened the position of 
his company and others to the mythical tree 
of Bertoldo. Bertoldo, so the story goes, 
was sentenced to be hung and asked for the 
right to choose a tree. Day after day Ber- 
toldo refused the trees offered and so his life 
went on. ‘That's our position. We're only 
refusing the trees. no more. 
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MOJAHEDIN, COUNCIL WARN ON OIL CONTRACTS 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 46, 12 Nov 81 pp 8-9 


[Text] The National Council of Resistance set up by Mojahedin-e-Khalq leader 
Massoud Rajavi and former president Bani-Sadr has warned governments and oil 
companies in a communique that they should not make agreements with the Khomeyni 
regime if they don’t want to risk losing their money and future opportunities 

in Iran once the government has changed. 


The statement also warned that it was highly doubtful whether the regime could 
honour the agreements it might make, Observers saw this as a warning that more 
strikes in the oilfields are being planned; reports from Tehran have already 
reported rumours that strikes have hit the industry, 


The council also said that any future regime and the people of Iran as a whole 
would have no responsibility for repaying governments or companies who might 
sign deals with the present regime in Tehran. All oil dealings with Iran had 
political overtones for the Iranian people and in their eyes had no value, it 
warned, 


The statement follows the recent OPEC agreement on reducing oil prices and claims 
in Tehran that this could lead to more sales and income for Iran. 


A statement by the Mojahedin-e-Khalq organisation has also this week drawn the 
attention of world leaders to the fact that authorities in Tehran are taking 
blood from prisoners in Iranian jails before they are executed because of the 
shortage of blood and plasma in the country's hospitals. The statement claimed 
the practice is widespread. 


The Mojahedin has also sent a cable to the International Red Cross at its Manila 
conference and in Geneva complaining of particularly harsh torture being carried 
out on prisoners in Iran. It claims some of this is the worst-ever drawn to the 
organisation's attention. 


The cable also complained of psychological torture being imposed on Mojahedin 
prisoners, who were forced to watch torturing of their companions. A film 
obtained recently by the Mojahedin and shown on TV in the West also showed young 
prisoners being forced to watch the hanging of a fellow prisoner. 
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Conditions in prisons are also appalling, with sometimes 50 people packed into 
rooms meant to take only 12, the Mojahedin statement said. 


The International Committee of the Red Cross earlier in the week criticised both 
Iran and Iraq for failing to observe the Geneva Conventions in their treatment 
of prisoners of war and refugees, 


Its president, Alexander Hay, said the committee had had to insist on both parties 
respecting their obligations to the international treaty. In Iran prisoners were 
held for several months in places of detention which did not meet the require- 
ments of the conventions. In Iraq civilians, women, children and old people, 

who had been evacuated at the time of the first offensive, were being held in 
prisoner-of-war camps, despite repeated representations by the ICRC. 


Many Iranian families have also complained to the International Red Cross that 
members of their families, many of them civilians who were working in the war-hit 
areas of Iraq at the beginning of the war between the two countries, have dis- 
appeared without trace even though it is known they were Captured and taken 

away by Iraqi troops. Some have never contacted their families though they were 
known to be alive at the time of their capture, 


Representations to the Iraqi authorities have apparently failed to obtain satis- 
factory replies over the whereabout of many missing people. There is no 


evidence to suggest those sought are dead, but a general lack of humanitarian 
consideration is a charge levelled against the Iraqi authorities. 
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IRAN 





ROAD NETWORK BEING EXPANDED JIN SISTAN VA BALUCHISTAN 
Tehran KAYHAN AIRMAIL EDITION in Persian No 443, 4 Nov 81 p 10 


[Text] Wednesday, 28 Oct, Zahedan, KAYHAN correspondent--In an interview with 
the KAYHAN correspondent, the director general of roads and transport for the 
Province of Sistan va Baluchistan stated the following about the condition 

of the roads in the province: 


Regarding asphalting of the Zahedan-Kerman highway, Engineer Kordi, director 
general of roads and transport for Sistan va Baluchistan said: "As you know, 
before the revolution the contractor for this road work was a foreign company, 
and after the victory of the Islamic Revolution, they left this work half 
finished and departed. No other contractor was prepared to complete this road 
until brother martyr Engineer Musa Kalantari, minister of roads, proposed that 
this work should be completed by the Ministry of Roads and Transport. And this 
was unprecedented in Iran because the Ministry of Roads and Transport is 
responsible only for protecting and maintaining the roads." He added that: 
"The asphalt complex---whose managers belonged to a foreign company and had 
taken most of its equipment with them--was repaired and made ready for operation 
through the efforts of the engineers of the Ministry of Roads. By virtue of 
the efforts that the engineers and workers of this department have shown, 

the asphalting of this road will be completed jn three more weeks. Although 
in continuing the operations of this road about 90 million rials have been 
Saved; nevertheless, from the aspect of quality, even if it is not higher than 
the work of the foreign company, neither will it be lower." 


Regarding other roads in the province, Engineer Kordi stated: "The work on 
Zabol-Zahedan highway, which was begun in the month of May this year, at present 
has been completed from 'Shileh' to "Lutak,' which is a distance of 80 kilometers. 
Operations on the Saravan-Khash highway is also continuing, and it has been 
asphalted from 'Kesht' to Saravan, which is a distance of 45 kilometers." 
Regarding the difficulties on this department, the director general of roads 
and transport said: "At present, we are encountering shortages in equipment 
and tar as well as manpower including engineers, technicians and mechanics." 
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IRAN 


AFGHANISTAN PLAN LAUNCH FAILS 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 46, 12 Nov 81 pp 3-4 


[Text] The Iranian government's announcement of its plan to launch an 
Afghanistan settlement turned out to be one more political debacle for its 
retiring foreign minister and new premier Mir Hossain Mussavi. The response 

to the first details put out was so sceptical that Mussavi had to announce that 
what had been revealed was only part of the whole thing and the more interest- 
ing part would be revealed later. 


Mussavi was hoping to launch his plan as a major diplomatic break-through for 
the Islamic government. The regime felt it was badly in need of a diplomatic 
victory if it was to establish a respectable plice among the Islamic nations, 
especially after accusations that it was buying arms from Israel. Already 
its plan for liberation of Palestine had been treated with something akin to 
derision. 


Mussavi, too, was in need of a boost for his reputation after a period in office 
which had demonstrably produced little, if any, benefit for Iran. 


Not unexpectedly, the Tehran rumour mill said that Mussavi was playing the 
mullahs’ customary game of "delivering a sermon in instalments." Then it picked 
up the plan that was announced and began to analyse it. The comments disseminated 
were sufficiently damaging to the regime for the Islamic Republican party 
newspaper to warn "rumour mongers" of severe punishment if they persisted. 


Mussavi's Afghanistan plan called Yor withdrawal of the Soviet occupation forces 
and their replacement by a peace-keeping force composed of troops from Is]Jamic 
nations. It also called for a mechanism to ensure that the departure of the 
Soviet occupation forces would not work to the advantage of Western "imperialist 
forces.'' The plan left the question of the legality of the Karmal regime and 
the position of the Islamic freedom fighters ambiguous. 


The regime's internal critics, who have no access to the normal means of comnu- 
nications, have to resort to rumour mongering to put their ideas across. So 
they spread rumours that the Khomeyni regime was about to recognise the Kabul 
regime of Babrak Karmal, who, they said, was being held in power against the 
wishes of the Muslin Afghan nation by Soviet overlords. 
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"A fine record for Khomeyni's so-called Islamic regime, which applauds the 
murder of Sadat, a Muslim, but tries to protect Karmal, a self-confessed 
communist atheist," so the rumour mongers went on. This hic home, for 
Khomeyni never misses a chance to denounce Sadat and Hosni Mubarak but he 
rarely, if ever, refers to Karmal or the Soviets in Afghanistan. 


Then new questions were raised. What had the mullahs done to help the Afghan 
Muslims? Sadat, who according to Khomeyni was an enemy of Islam, had given the 
Afghan rebels arms to fight atheists. But Khomeyni, who is being hailed by 

the mullahs as the "Saviour of Islam," not only has never materially helped 

the Afghans but also, it was pointed out, is hand-in-glove with atheistic 
communist Russians. 


By last Thursday the regime, which obviously feels vulnerable in the face of the 
Tehran rumour mill, began to take advantage of the Moharram mourning ceremonies 
in an effort to distract people from the damaging talk. The controlled media 
suddenly dropped all references to the Afghan plan. The plan was obviously 
accepted to be a failure. 


The regime's critics were not prepared, however, to accept a cease-fire, especially 
with the mullahs so obviously on the defensive. They suggested that the plan 
provided for replacement of Soviet troops by troops from South Yemen, the PLO 

and Libya, "who are in any case Soviet surrogates," 


The argument was clear. The Khomeyni regime, which claimed to be Islamic, was 
now helping the Soviets to extricate themselves from their Afghan quicksand, 
while enabling them to retain their hold on the country through their Yemeni 
and other Muslim allies. 


Additionally, Soviet puppets in Kabul would receive legitimacy. As to the Afghan 
treedom fighters, they could join other "Mojahedin" groups to provide revolu- 
tionary guards with target practice. 


This last accusation so angered the mullahs that by Sunday they were claiming 
Israeli intelligence was behind the wave of rumours spreading in Iran against 
"Brother Mussavi's Afghanistan plan." 


The final plan, issued Tuesday, suggested the Iranian Islamic revolutionary model 
could be used in Afghanistan. A 30-member Ulemas Council drawn from Islamic 
nations would supervise the withdrawal of Soviet troops and the setting up of 

a revolutionary council on the same pattern as that created under Khomeyni in 
Tran. As in Iran the revolutionary council would prepare the ground for the 
formation of a provisional government and the election of a constituent assembly. 


This time the plan suggested troops to replace the Soviet forces should come 
from Iran, Pakistan and only one other Muslim state. 
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IRAN 


RISE IN NUMBER OF STUDENTS ABROAD: DRAFT EXEMPTION IS FACTOR 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 7 Nov 81 p 9 
[Report from Oulu by HELSINGIN SANOMAT reporter] 


[Text] Hundreds of Iranians are applying for admittance to Finnish universities. 
The number of Iranian students applying for the University of Oulu alone last 
spring was over 300, but only a few were admitted. The secretaries of studies 
of the universities are constantly receiving requests also this fall regarding 
the possibilities for study in Finland. 


The rush by Iranians to the universities of Finland, Sweden, Austria and Switzer- 
land is to a large extent due to the fact that the universities of Iran have 
at times been closed. 


Young Iranian men also try to escape army service at a time of war. They are 
exempted from the draft if they have the papers to prove that they are studying 
abroad. 


The individuals who have applied for universities in Finland usually have rela- 
tively plenty of money to pay for their studies. One individual, who was apply- 
ing for the University of Oulu and who was asked about his means, showed his 
bankbook wherein the figures of the balance did not even fit onto one single 
line. 


The Iranians are mostly interested in technology and medicine, although many 
of them are also willing to study science. Some of them have already studied 
for a year or two and they have the best possibilities to transfer into con- 
tinued studies. 


"There are even a few high school students within this crowd. They want to get 
abroad at any cost. We cannot even process their applications," according to 
secretary of studies, Pekka Pirinen, of the Faculty of Natural Sciences of the 
University of Oulu. He processed at least 50 applications. 


Secretary of studies Taina Sampo of the Institute of Technology of Otaniemi 
tells that the actual peak of applications was last spring. It has been more 
quiet recently. This might be partly because of the fact that the government 
of Iran has frozen the assets of the citizens and it does not seem possible 
for those who leave the country to get their assets out of the country. 
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The Flood of Students was a Concem 


The professors of Oulu were already concerned about the flood of Iranians. The 
Faculty of Medicine thus decided to have all applicants take an entrance exan- 
ination, which naturally was given only in Swedish and Finnish. The surge was 
thus prevented. The foreign applicants of the Institute of Technology were 
given tests to evaluate their starting level. Hereby their knowledge of mathe- 
matics, physics and chemistry was tested. The experiment involving these tests 
was quite costly and according to secretary of studies Taina Samo the usefulness 
of the tests did not match the costs. At the Institute of Technology there 

will thus probably be a return to a selection based on applications, whereby 
each case is processed one at a time. 


Around 10 Iranians are now studying at the Institute of Technology. Sampo says 
that applicants are now beginning to come also from other troubled countries 
of the Near East, among others Iraq, Syria and Algeria. 


The advisory office of the students of the University of Helsinki has also 

been kept busy by Iranians interested in studying at the faculties of natural 
sciences, medicine and agriculture and forestry. Most of these have had to take 
entrance examinations and not many of them have passed. 


Last winter more Iranians than usual were asking about scholarships at the grant 
office of the Ministry of Education. Since the scholarship exchange agreement 
between Iran and Finland is no longer in force, the applicants had to return 
empty-handed. Direct applications for grants can be made to the Ministry of 
Education only for a doctoral thesis or for studies of the Finnish language. 

The applicants were, however, mostly students of technical subjects. 


The number of foreign students at the universities of Finland is currently 650. 
The number constitutes 0.8 percent of all university students. 
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IRAN 


BRIEFS 


TRACTOR FACTORY OUTPUT--With the coming into operation of five important industrial 
projects of the Tabriz Tractor Factory, its industrial production will increase 
a considerable amount. While announcing this news in an exclusive interview 
with the PARS NEWS AGENCY in Tabriz, Engineer Tahmasebi, acting director of the 
Tabriz Tractor Factory, added that at present this factory has five important 
industrial plans being implemented, including the plant to manufacture 20,000 
tractors per year, the plan to produce 30,000 Perkins engines per year, and 

the big plan for a 50,000-ton foundary where big, medium, and small parts for 
agricultural equipment will be produced on three assembly lines. He said that 
the assembly line for small parts for this plan will began operation within 

the next 20 days. Regarding the level of production this year, the acting 
director of the Tabriz Tractor Factory said: "Inthe first 6 months of the 
current year, 5,379 Universal and Massey-Ferguson tractors have been assembled 
by this factory, and they have been distributed to the country's farmers by 

the agencies for agricultural equipment." [Text] [Tehran BURS in Persian 

9 Nov 81 p 1] 
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[SRAEL 


FINANCE MINISTER ARIDOR INTERVIEWED ON POLICIES 
Tel Aviv YEDI*OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 9 Oct 81 Weekend Supplement p 9 


[Interview with Yoram Aridor, finance Minister, hy Aviezer Golan; date and place 
not specified] 


[Text] Finance Minister Yoram Aridor came to Washington to present to the admin- 
istration the annual request for economic and military aid (for 1983), at a very 
unpleasant time. 


The whole administration is involved in a feverish effort to cut the budget, and 
whole systems of welfare are being terminated, despite the vocal protests of the 
liberals in the United States. At such a time, it is very difficult to justify 
aid in the billions of dollars to Israel, especially since Israel is not satis- 
fied with its present rate of aid (at 2.2 billion dollars), but Aridor requested 
an increase to almost 3 billion dollars. 


And as if that were not enough, during the finance minister's stay in the United 
States--for 2 weeks--the dispute surrounding the AWACS deal and the rest of the 
Saudi package sharpened, and President Reagan announced, at a press conference, 
very harsh words about "the intervention of foreigners in the foreign policy" of 
the United States. The reference was understood to be to Israel. 


I asked Yoram Aridor, when I interviewed him, if there had been an influence on 
his mission on the part of the Israeli government. He responded carefully, as he 
is wont to weigh each word: 


Answer: After the president's press conference, I met with the budget director, 
David Stockman. The discussion was candid, and we spoke of Israel's economic 
problems, and about tne steps we have taken to solve them, and the reasons for an 
increase in American aid to us. At the meeting with him, I did not sense any 
change in the atmosphere, as compared to other meetings which I had had prior to 
the president's declarations at the press conference. 


Although I apparently came at an inconvenient time, because of the differences 
over the AWACS, in terms of the purpose for which I did come--I return home en- 
couraged by the understanding which I discovered here of the problems that Israel 
is suffering economically. 


Question: Will the defired request for aid be granted? 

















Answer: The request will be studied in detail in the coming months, according to 
the usual arrangement. 


(Mr Aridor is not only cautious in his formulations. When he spoke to finance 
ministers who convened at the Monetary Fund conference, he drew laughter and ap- 
plause when he said: "Every finance minister must be by nature a cautious man-- 
but what cautious man would agree to become a finance minister?" He is also fa- 
mous for his suspicious attitude towards representatives of the media. When he 
agreed to give this interview, the first in a long time, he insisted that his 
words be quoted exactly as said, without changes. He said: "The subjects which 
I have discussed here are so important as not to be endangered by journalistic 
telegraphy." His condition was accepted. 


(In contrast to earlier visits tc Washington by preceding finance ministers, Aridor 
was not satisfied to meet his American counterpart, and members of the financial 
system of the United States. He also met with Secretary of State Haig, but regard- 
ing that meeting he refused to say a word. He also met with dozens of senators 

and congressional representatives, committee heads of the two houses, and the like. 
In total, he met about 100 people. One of his more unusual meetings was a dinner 
given by the speakers of the two legislative bodies, from both parties. 


(Mr Aridor did his homework and came to every meeting with the appropriate quote. 
At the dinner he opened by reading from a text): 


Aridor: "The will of people who are struggling for the sacred goal of the freedom 
of their land will not be defeated by any force posed by their enemies." (Folding 
his paper, Aridor continued): These words are appropriately said about Israel, 
but were in fact said by one of the fathers of the American revolution, Patrick 
Henry, in the same speech in which he ended with the famous words: "Give me lib- 
erty or give me death." 


Question: This may have drawn a lot of applause, but is a successful quote enough 
to "sell" a request for increased aid, in the atmosphere of cuts which is prevail- 
ing in Washington today? 


Aridor: I emphasized that the request completely derives from the defense needs 
of Israel. One-third of Israel's budget is devoted to debt service, and these 
debts (which are paid promptly and on time) were caused by expenditures for de- 
fense needs in the past and in the future. I gave as an example the new deploy- 
ments in the Negev, costing Israel about 5 billion dollars, even though we have 
‘eceived from America only 3 billion--most in the form of loans. I explained 
that if America views Israel as an ally, then the security problems of Israel 
must be examined for their effect on the security interests of America, which re- 
quire a strong Israel. This approach was received with understanding. 


Question: But didn't the Israeli economic situation influence the discussions? 
Doesn't Israeli inflation give the Americans the feeling that their aid is being 
poured into a bottomless pit? 


(Apparently the Americans with whom Aridor met were well informed about the condi- 
tion of the Israeli economy, and not only about the situation as it is pessimis- 
tically reflected in Israeli headlines.) 
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Aridor: They were particularly interested in how we succeeded in stopping the 
growth of inflation while increasing exports and without increasing unemployment. 


(No wonder, this is the problem which faces the Reagan administration today. He 
succeeded in reducing inflation, but unemployment increased, and high interest 
rates--which strengthened the dollar abroad--hurt exports and is not enabling in- 
creased investment, on which the administration has hung its hopes for increasing 
revenues despite a tax reduction.... 


(But Aridor does not want to sound as though he lectured the Americans on how to 
manage their economy.) . 


Aridor: I explained to them the techniques and stages which I was following to 
reduce three-digit inflation, but I emphasized that these techniques might not be 
appropriate for a relatively small inflation such as that of the United States. 
They understood. Tney also understood that the reduction of inflation is a grad- 
ual process. 


When I visited here in May and was asked what I intended to do, 1 was asked ques- 
tions similar to those asked now, but then the questions were accompanied by 
skepticism, while now they are accompanied by curiosity. 


(One of the measures used by Aridor, which aroused interest among his counter- 
parts, was the elimination of the fuel subsidy. This arouses associations with 
the situation in America, where although there is not a direct fuel subsidy, 
there is something similar: fixed low prices for fuel which is produced within 
the United States.) 


Aridor: One of the things which helped me this time was that I was able to point 
to those measures which were taken in Israel to reduce the current budget. When 
I assumed my current position, the fuel subsidy was 45 percent--and it was com 
pletely eliminated, but not in one drastic step, but rather in six graded steps-- 
three before the elections and three after. This proved to be a positive method, 
and I attribute to it the reduction in the amount of money in circulation, which 
began in September. 


(But a reduction in budget is not accomplished only by eliminating the fuel sub- 
sidy. Aridor also decreed that governmental ministries freeze their activities. 
The freeze has lasted 2 months, and a number of ministers have rebelled against 

it. I asked him about this.) 


Aridor: 1 can appreciate that no minister is satisfied when the activity of his 
Ministry is cut. But I believe that they all can distinguish between essential 
and less essential expenditures, the latter of which can be deferred to reduce 
the national budget, which is essential to stop inflation and increase economic 
growth. 


Question: And what is the truth about the "ministers' rebellion"? How did they 
accept your decree? 


Aridor: The decision to freeze activity was mine, by virtue of my authority as 
executor of the budget. Later the decision became a resolution of the whole 











cabinet, and I was even requested--without eliminating the freeze--to present in 
November a proposal to cut 3 to 5 percent from the current budget. Ministries 
which had already cut their budgets by the requested percentage were released 
from the freeze. Those were--in terms of their expenditures--the big three: che 
Ministry of Defense, Education, and Housing. Perhaps my methods were not routine, 
but they were effective. 


(I repeated for him the claim which is heard in Israel, that his methods are empty- 
ing the country's coffers of foreign exchange. This was the only time in the in- 
terview that he lost his coolness.) 


Aridor: There is no basis to that claim. Some of the news media, as well as 

Mr Peres, have acted as though hundreds of millions of dollars have been wasted 
on the imports of cars and televisions, after the import duty was lowered. I have 
reported the exact figures--and if there was any additional spending on imports 
(and not advance buying) it amounted to no more than 40 million dollars, which is 
0.3 percent of the total annual imports. In contrast to its marginal effect on 
the scope of imports, it was very essential in the fight against inflation. Yet 
they continue to complain. It is too bad that baseless claims are cast into space 
without self criticism. 


(The anger of Aridor stemmed, at least in part, from the fact that these "base- 
less" claims had reached the United States and he was frequently asked about them 
at length.) 


Aridor: You have no idea how much time I was forced to devote to inform my hosts 
of the correct figures (in the abridgment of the Israeli case, which was given to 
the hosts, the budget cuts received six lines; the increase in production--five; 
but the "television and car affair" received 15 lines). I assume that the truth 
put their minds at ease. But this is an example of how the country can be damaged 
by presumably objective publications which are in fact lies. 


(It seems that his anger towards economic journalists was boiling when he pre- 
pared his speech which he gave at the Monetary Fund conference, but there his 
anger found salvation in sarcasm.) 


Aridor (in his speech at the conference): "We who deal in the economies of coun- 
tries are for the most part ministers of finance. We will never win the Nobel 
Prize in economics, because unlike the Nobel Prizes in other fields, in economics 
the prize is given only to those who advise others.... 


(After he has vented his anger, the seriousness which is characteristic of him 
returns, and he quotes from another of Lis speeches, a speech which he gave at 
the Congressional dinner.) 


Aridor: In spite of the great difference between the Israeli economy and the 
American economy, t.e two have three common problems, which may be called the 
three ex's: 


Expenditure, excessive taxation, and expectation. 
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(Aridor emphasized the necessity for dealing with expectations of the public as a 
real component of the economy, and not just as a partial component in weighing 
supply and demand.) 


Aridor: In my opinion, economic theory has to develop this subject. 
Question: ‘"vhat expectations may the public have of you, with your return home? 


Aridor: Even after my visit to the United States I see no reason not to continue 
the present economic policy, as it was implemented both before and after the elec- 


tions. 


(From the distance of thousands of kilometers, it is difficult for me to judge 
whether these words will be received in Israel as good news.) 
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ISRAEL 


GROUP OPPOSED TO SINAI WITHDRAWAL TRIES TO SETTLE IN OFIRA 

Authorities Prevent Occupation 
TA251044 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 25 Nov 8] pp 1, 15 
[Report by Sha'ul Galay] 


([Text} Last night an attempt to settle in Ofira by a group opposed to the 
withdrawal from Sinai was apparently foiled after the discovery in Ofira of 
the group's local contact. 


Because of police surveillance, the man could not contact his colleagues who 
had reached Elat and were waiting there for an announcement by him that 
"everything is fine." = 


At dawn, a truck containing the settlers’ Equipment was stopped at a roadblock 
at the entrance to Ofira. 


The settlers had planned to take over several vacant apartments there and had 
maintained contacts with several of the local inhabitants. MA'ARIV has learned 
that about 2 weeks ago a delegation of settlers visited the town in order to 
ascertain the public's reaction in Ofira if they were indeed to occupy these 
apartments. 


The settlers said that they were told then that the inhabitants saw "importance 
in the creation of an active pocket of resistance to the evacuation of Ofira, too." 


The settlers are members of the Ma'oz group, the most extremist of the groups 
opposing the Sinai withdrawal], whose leaders include Rabbi Ari'el who was candidate 
number two in Rabbi Kahana's Knesset list. 


The Ofira police, the security forces and local administrators learned only after 
midnight of the settlers’ intentions. Te roadblocks were then immediately 
reinforced. 
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Government Allows Entry 
TA251046 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1000 GMT 25 Nov 81 


[Text] Six families and about 20 high school students--members of the movement 
to stop the withdrawal from the Sinai--have now arrived in Ofira, after waiting 
some 6 hours near the security checkpoint at the entrance to the town. Deputy 
police chief inspector Qedem told our correspondent, Eytan Rabin, that the 
decision to allow the members of the movement to enter the town was made 

by the government; thus, we could not interefere, 


Four families are already living with local residents, and our correspondent 
has learned that the rest intend to camp on the beach. The local authorities 
in Ofira have made it plain that if they violate the law or occupy apartments 
they will be arrested as squatters, 


More 'Squatters' Arrive 
TA261834 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1700 GMT 26 Nov 81 


[Text] The number of new residents who have arrived in Ofira since yesterday 
now stands at 60. They include 35 yeshiva students, including girls, and 
several families that will engage mainly in teaching. Today the squatters 
declared the establishment of a yeshiva and they said they would ask for formal 
recognition. They also submitted an official request to the southern Sinai 
directorate to enable them to live in 16 vacant apartments. 
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ISRAEL 


GOLAN SETTLERS DEMAND ANNEXATION 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 1 Oct 81 p 2 


{Article by Menahem Rahat: "Golan Settlers Committee Demands Immediate Annexa- 
tion" ] 


[Text] The Golan Settlers Committee, at its holiday meeting at Katsrin, called 
upon the government to immediately implement Israeli law in the Golan Heights--as 
the last and only means of preventing erosion of the position of the Druse in the 
Golan with respect to Israel. 


The committee, which represents all of the Jewish settlements in Golan, devoted its 
session to recent developments in the Druse settlements of the Golan Heights, and 
to the new policy of the Defense Ministry in the area, which permits the Druse 
Arabs to return their identity cards. The committee rejected the definition of "a 
new policy" which has been given to these measures, and it defined these measures 
as a collapse of the old policy. 


Members of the committee noted that in spite of efforts by persons of the military 
administration in Golan to explain to them the meaning of the "new policy" in the 
Druse villages, they were not convinced of its correctness. According to them, 
Golan settlers are now afraid of deep frustration in the face of the deterioration 
of the situation in the Druse villages, and to this is added the frustration 
caused by the freeze on further development plans in the Golan Heights. 


The committee decided to demand an urgent meeting with the prime minister at which 
they would clarify their demand for the immediate imposition of Israeli law with- 


in Golan. 


The settlers committee decided to protest the fact that the state of Israel is not 
protecting its loyal citizens among the Druse of. the Golan, who have preferred to 
take on the many risks of their decision not to turn in their identity cards. The 
committee believes that the appointment of a special officer in Golan to receive 
identity cards is an act of surrender to PLO threats, Syrian spies, and pressure 


by the Damascus government. 


Members of the committee explained that doubts among the Druse appeared against 

the background of the Camp David accords, within the framework of which the govern- 
ment accepted th: evacuation of Israeli settlements in Sinai. The Druse, accord- 
ing to committee members, are afraid that Israel will also give up the Golan 
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Heights, on the assumption that che government will not finc it difficult to "cede" 
the Druse Arabs, in the face of its ceding settlements populated by Jews. 


Against this background, the committee decided to demand now, as strongly as pos- 
sible, the immediate imposition of Israeli law in Golan, in order to prove that 
there is no basis for these fears, and that the concessions in Sinai will not be 
repeated in Golén. 


At the same time, extreme nationalist groups in the Druse villages this week raised 
two new demands: permission for the Druse Arabs to market the apples which they 
grow in Damascus, and the dissolution of the local councils to enable the people 

to elect new councils. 


Extremists in Majd-al-Shams claim that apples which they grow are "products of 
Syria" since the whole region is "Syrian territory." The extremists also claim 
that all council leaders are surrogates, having been selected by the military ad- 
ministration, which appointed people to these positions on the basis of their be- 
ing known as moderates. The extremists claim that these leaders do not represent 
the residents of the villages. 
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BETHLEHEM MAYOR DEPLORES DEMOLITION OF HOUSES 
TA231425 Tel Aviv 'AL-HAMISHMAR in Hebrew 23 Nov 81 p 3 
[Report by Q. Amnon] 


[Excerpts] The collective punishment policy in the West Bank has particularly 
stunned those who are termed "moderates." The demolition of houses in 

Bayt Sahur and Bethlehem raised among them the following musings: What hopes 
can one have if, in the wake of the tossing of a stone or a bottle by three 
boys, the authorities blow up four two-storey houses, forcing dozens people 
on the street? 


we approached Bethlehem mayor Ilyas Frayj to hear his opinion on the recent 
incidents. He is still shocked by what he calls the "oppressive hand policy" 
introduced by Ari’el Sharon in the territories. "We are being oppressed. Who 
will help us?" he asks. "How can Jews perpetrate such an act of oppression: 
The demolition of four houses and the throwing into the streets of 55 people 
because of a misdemeanor committed by boys? Is this what the members of a 
nation that has known 2,000 years of oppression do? Where is your morality? 
To punish children and old people for a misdemeanor that caused no damage? 

And now, after this, are people expected to remain quiet?" 


Ilyas Frayj does not let you ask questions. He is excited and continues in 
his monologue. 


"Believe me, all of us in Bethlehem and Bayt Sahur were stunned by that act. 
If these are Israel's intentions, then there is no hope for a settlement. 
This is no longer a hard hand, this is terror. And to do this in Bethlehen, 
before Christmas? Do the authorities know what they are doing? That act 
aroused the Palestinian population, regardless of class or age." 


Except for one, Bisharah Qimsiyah, who defended the demolition of the houses 
on Israeli television, I remind Major Frayj. 


"That man does not deserve to be mentioned," utters Frayj and refuses to talk 


about the subject. And, indeed, nobody in Bethlehem was willing to discuss 
this phenomenon. ‘That man is simply disgusting if he is able to justify on 
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television the demolition of the houses, one of which bel ized to his relative," 
I was told by a Bethlehem Municipality employee. "He is altogether a product 
of the military government and |, representing - ly himself." 


Ilyas Frayj continues: "A commission of enquiry must be set up, which will issue 
a just verdict about the horrible injustice covra tted against ir ocent people. 
This issue must not be struck off the agenda,” 


The impression is that there has never been such a consensus in the territories 
and such a solid support for the PLO. Regardless whether they are George Habash 
Sympathizers or steadfast supporters of King Husayn, all keep repeating in one 
voice: "The PLO is our sole and legitimate representative." 


"When practically the whole world is of that opinion, how can we have a different 
one?" says Frayj. 


Ilyas Frayj expects from the Arab summit in Fes realistic resolutions. 

Prince Fahd's eight-point plan is acceptable to him, but he hopes for a mutual 
Israeli-Palestinian recognition "so that the time may come for negotiations 
between representatives of Israel and official representatives of the 
Palestinians: the PLO." 


From top-level policy he comes down again to the demolition of houses, unable 
to be calmed: "When a Jewish boy throws stones at policemen in Jerusalem and 
even injures them, will the authorities dare blow up his house?" he asks, 
adding: "Valiant heroes, be ashamed of yourselves!" 
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ATTORNEY LANGER INTERVIEWED ON RESISTANCE TO OCCUPATION 
Havana TRICONTINENTAL in Spanish No 77, Jul-Aug 81 pp 39-43 
[Interview with Israeli attorney Felicia Langer, by Virgilio Calvo] 


[Text] Israeli attorney Felicia Langer, who for years has dedi- 
cated herself entirely to defending Palestinian patriots in the 
territories occupied by Israel, talked to TRICONTINENTAL about 
her work, the main problems experienced by Palestinians in the 
occupied territories, and the situation in Israel. We now offer 
Our readers extracts from that conversation. 


[Question] What policy is Israel following in the occupied Palestinian territory? 


[Answer] To try to eliminate the Palestinian people's spirit of struggle. To 
exterminate their leaders. But they don't understand that for each leader they 
eliminate, 10 more arise. They don't understand the Palestinian people's extra- 
ordinary vitality and their unbending determination to fight and not give up. 


[Question] How do they carry out their plans for extermination against the 
Palestinian leaders? 


[Answer] The method is to arrest everyone suspected of being a leader, using 
ditferent means for that, from denunciation to mass detention. Afterward, when 
they find a leader, they cover his head with a piece of cloth so that he can't be 
identified and take him to southern Lebanon, where they give him to the separatist 
Saad Haddad, which is in fact the same as a death sentence. 


(Question] Do you believe, then, that Israel is violating human rights in the 
occupied territories? 


[Answer] Israel has been violating human rights in the occupied territories since 
1967, continually and systematically, without taking into account any international 
law. Israel brutally commits war crimes in the occupied territories through its 
ongoing policy of collective punishment, torture of prisoners, mass arrests, etc. 
As a single example, I can tell you that some 20,000 houses belonging to Palestin- 
1an families have been destroyed by the Israeli occupation forces as a terrorist 
measure against the civilian population. 
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[Question] In your opinion, what is the core of the Middle Eastern problem? 


[Answer] I think that the fundamental issue in the problem of war and peace in 
the Middle East lies in the lack of rights experienced by the Palestinian people. 


[Question] How is the Palestinian people's opposition to the Israeli occupation 
manifested? 


[Answer] You probably know that even the Palestinian children fight against 
the occupation. Once, in court, I thought that for the Israeli authorities 

the Palestinians have no children, for even the 12- and 13-year-olds were called 
terrorists, and treated by the police as if they were men, although actually 

it must be said that they've had to fight with total determination against the 
oppressors. 


[Question] With what type of weapon do these children fight? 


[Answer] With stones. Stones are the only weapons they have, the only thing 
left in their territory. But the occupation judges say in the military courts 
that stones should be considered firearms. Ina military court I said, not long 
ago, that Israel had raised stones to a very high level, such that they were 
perhaps being given the same importance as in the Stone Age, judging people, even 
children, for throwing stones, for flying the Palestinian flag, or for having 
patriotic feelings. 


[Question] How would you describe the Israeli occupation of the Arab territories? 


[Answer] It's really a sea of blood and tears, but it is also evidence of the 
perseverance, patience, and profound optimism of the Palestinian people in their 
struggle. 


[Question] Do you think the Palestinian people's will to fight has been exhausted? 


[Answer] Perhaps others would say, "Let's give this up; we live only once. Why 
live fighting all the time?" But you will never hear it from the Palestinians in 
the occupied territories. Their will to fight is tremendous. 


[Question] What can you tell us about the terrorist attacks on prominent 
Palestinians? 


[Answer] After the occupying forces saw their failure in the courts during the 
trumped-up trials of Palestinian figures, especially those intended to eliminate 
Bassam Shak'a, the mayor of Nablus, they decided to make use of the method of 
terrorist assassination. They tried to eliminate by that means the men who were 
opposing them from nearly invulnerable positions, within the law imposed by the 
occupation authorities themselves. But they didn't realize that whereas before 
they were followed by the masses, they're now also considered heroes, living 
denunciations of the occupation and the criminal methods of the occupiers. 


[Question] How does the struggle for peace stand in Israel? 














[Answer] The forces fighting for peace in Israel aren't yery well deyeloped, 
and their struggle is still very weak, but we are trying day and night to con- 
vince the people that the present Israeli policy only causes more unemployment, 
poverty, corruption, cruelty, economic stagnation, and inflation. 


As vice-president of the Israel League of Human Rights I can tell you that we are 
Carrying on a battle against oppression and the constant violation of human 
rights in the occupied Arab territories. It's a long, thankless struggle, but, 
like our Palestinian friends, we will maintain our resolve. 


9085 
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BRIEFS 


INFLATION RATE--A rate of inflation of 85 percent is predicted for 1982; there 
is no intention to increase the rate of taxes; the gradual reduction of 
subsidies will continue--these initial forecasts on what is to he expected next 
year were issued Sunday by Finance Minister Yoram Aridor in an internal meeting 
of representatives of the coalition factions in the Knesset Finance Committee. 
Aridor added that there would be real cuts in next year's budget compared to 
the current one. He appealed to the Knesset members to help him exert pressure 
on the ministers to agree to the cuts and suggested that "each minister should 
be handled separately" so that he comply with the required cuts. Concerning 
taxation policy, the finance minister said that there is no intention to raise 
the rate of taxes. He noted that it was no longer possible to raise the rate 
of current taxes but that tax collection should increase. As for subsidies, 
the finance minister's policy will be to gradually cut subsidies of basic 
commodities and to cancel the subsidies of water and electricity. [David Lipkin] 
[Text] [TA241213 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 24 Nov 81 p 1] 


DEFENSE INDUSTRY DISMISSALS--Mass dismissals are expected in defense industry 
plants following cuts in the defense budget that have prompted cancellations 
of local orders from the defense industry as well as the discontinuation of 
projects developed in those plants. In defense industry plants in the north, 
more than 100 workers were already dismissed last week. Dismissals are being 
effected also in defense industry plants in the center of Israel and additional 
dismissals are expected. Dismissals in the defense industry mean the release 
of qualified manpower, in whose training much toil and expense was invested. 
Authoritative sources in the defense establishment confirmed yesterday that 
there had been dismissals. However, the defense industry's spokesman, 

Yosef "Evron, declined to comment. The fact that the defense industry manage- 
ment refrains from relating to the issue through its spokesman testifies, 
according to reliable sources, to the embarrassment and frustration reigning 
there following Defense Minister Ari'el Sharon's decision to cut the defense 
budget. Recently, defense industry production was expanded and the sale of 
"Hetz" shells to Switzerland was reported. These shells are being sold by the 
defense industry to 18 countries throughout the world. In spite of all this, 
the defense industry management has been forced to dismiss employees. [Ya'aqov 
Erez} [Text] [TA231544 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 23 Nov 8] p 2] 
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DEFENSE BUDGET CUT--The defense budget will be cut by 10 percent this year 
and will be frozen in real terms in the coming 5 years. This conclusion 

was recently finalized between the finance and defense ministries. The cut 
in the budget will force the Defense Ministry to cancel contracts signed 

with Contractors and suppliers and pay them compensation for this. According 
to various decisions made since the beginning of the year the defense budget 
was supposed to total 40 billion shekels but it was decided in recent delibera- 
tions that the budget will not exceed 36.5 billion shekels. In its meeting 
on Sunday the finance minister intends to submit to the cabinet for approval 
a proposal to cut 1.25 billion shekels from the current budget. The cut 
involved will encompass all government ministries’ budgets except wage 
expenditures. [Text] [TA261307 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 26 Nov 81 p 2] 


BAR-LEV WINS--Tel Aviv, 26 Nov--MK Hayim Bar-Lev was this evening elected by 
the Labor Party's Central Committee as the party's secretary general by a vote 
of 607 against the 351 obtained by his opponent, MK Eliyahu Speiser. The 
vote, by secret ballot, took place in Tel Aviv's Beit Arlozorov. Voting 

were 995 of the 1,104 members of the Central Committee. [Text] [TA261659 

Tel Aviv ITIM in Hebrew 1630 GMT 26 Nov 81] 





SEPTEMBER UNEMPLOYMENT FIGURES--The number of persons seeking work in September 
increased by about 1,800 and reached 37,289, as compared to 35,421 in August, ac- 
cording to figures from the Employment Service. The additional number of those 
seeking work was distributed throughout all regions, except for Tel Aviv, Rehovot, 
Nazereth, and the Western Negev. In the past month there was an increase in the 
number of requests for workers, reaching 18,047 as compared to 17,969 in August. 
The number of those unemployed for 6 or more days totaled in September 12,678 as 
compared to 13,587 in the preceding month. The decline in the number of unen- 
ployed was recorded in all regions except Nazereth, where there were recorded 743 
unemployed, as compared to 660 in August, and in the southern Sharon where there 
were recorded 553 as compared to 491 for the month of August. In the month of 
September, the employment bureaus were unable to supply 1,756 requested workers, 
because of a lack of candidates, as compared to 1,505 in August. [Text] [Tel 
Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 9 Oct 81 p 8] 7075 


FUTURE POPULATION ESTIMATE--In the year 2000, the population of Israel will reach 
about 5.5 million, as compared to 3.9 million at the end of 1980. In the next 

20 years a growth of 40 percent is expected for the Israeli population. This data 
appears in a forecast of the population of Israel until the year 2000, which was 
prepared by the Central Bureau for Statistics. These figures indicate a substan- 
tial slowing expected in the rate of growth of the population in Israel in the 
next 20 years. This stems from an expected decline in the birth rate in Israel, 
as well as a reduction in the difference between immigration and emigration. In 
the forecast, the Central Bureau for Statistics bases itself on the assumption 
that in the next decade, until 1990, 10,000 persons will emigrate each year, and 
that in the following decade--1991-2000--the number of emigrants will increase to 
15,000 per year. As for immigration, the Bureau assumes that until 1990, 25,000 
Jews will immigrate each year, and that later, until the year 2000, immigration 
will decline to 20,000 persons per year. [Text] [Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 

27 Sep 81 p 6] 7075 
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TRIPOLI'S INFLUENCE IN AFRICA SEEN INCREASING 


London 8 DAYS in English No 44, 7 Nov 81 p 33 


[Text ] 


ONE OF THE striking features of the Afri- 
can scene at the moment is the growing 
friendship between Angola and Libya. Pres- 
ident José Eduardo dos Santos of Angola 
made Tripoli both his first and last port of 
call during his recent three-week foreign 
tour and. according to Luanda’s state- 
controlled media, he used both stopovers in 
the Libvan capital to have talks with Col- 
onel Qaddafi 

Angola needs all the friends it can get at 
the moment in view of the escalating South 
African military threat to its southern bor- 
der provinces. One of Dos Santos aims.ina 
tour that took him to Libva, Eastern 
Europe. France and North Korea from 30 
September to 20 October, was to seek aid to 
help hrs country overcome the effects of the 
South Affican invasion last August 

But a fricndship between the Soviet 
Union's closest ally in Black Afmca and 
Libya ts bound to arouse suspicion in the 
West. The Afro-Arab mecting held im Lis- 
bon last weck provided a good illustration 
of this friendship at work. It was soon obvi- 
ous to anyone following the meeting — 
com oned te repare for the Afro-Arab 
comfer. .. f° be held in Luanda from 6-9 
December where the Moncey for the 
Meeting Was coming from Tt was certainly 
not Angola Strugeiing with huge food and 
arms imports the three-day session was 
held tn Pisheen’s most eapensive hotel, the 
Ritz 

Inovchange for the financial support it ts 
providing, Libya has been allowed to domi- 
nate the conference. Resolutions issued by 
the Lisbon gathering. including one expres- 
sing solidarity with | ibva. another demand- 


ing the release of all political detainees in 
Egypt and a third denouncing US military 
threats — mainly November's joint man- 
oeuvres with Egypt — to the Arab world, 
and particularly Colonel Qaddafi’ s part of 
it, left no one in doubt as to who called the 
tune. 

The programme of the Luanda confer- 
ence was hammered out at a meeting in 
Tripoli last August — just as South African 
troops were driving hundreds of thousands 
of Angolan refugees into the bush. The con- 
ference will bring together PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, the head of Namibia's 
Swapo guerrilla movement, Sam Nujoma, 
and Oliver Tambo, president of South 
Africa's banned African National Con- 
gress. Its conclusion will coincide with the 
25th anniversary of the foundation of 
Angola's ruling MPLA (Movimento Popu- 
lar de Libertacao de Angola). 

The Lisbon meeting gave a foretaste of 
the kind of Afro-Arab solidarity the 
Luanda conference would preach, and 
made 1t clear that it would be heavily influ- 
enced by the author of the Green Book. 
Libya's Omar al Hamidi. president of the 
international preparatory commitiee of the 
Luanda conference and general secretary of 
the Tripoli-based Arab People’s Congress. 
set the tone at the solidarity rally held onthe 
eve of the Lisbon meeting 

One of the main targets of his speech was 
the Middle East peace pian worked out by 
Saud: Arabia's Crown Prince Fahd. which 
he denounced as an extension of the Camp 
David agreement. Yasser Arafat's first 
reaction to the plan was favourable. The 
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general secretary of the PLO executive 
commuttce. Mohammed Nashashibi, origi- 
nally scheduled to attend the Lisbon meet- 
ing. failed to turn up. The organisers said he 
had been forced to cancel his trip due to a 
meeting of the PLO executive, but no one 
was sent in his place. 

The declared aim of the Luanda confer- 
ence ts to find a common strategy for Arabs 
and Black Africans against a common 
enemy. This ts seen as imperialism, rep- 
resented by Israeli threats against its Arab 
neighbours. and South African ones against 
Angola and other frontline black states. 

At least on paper, those coming to 
Luanda are mass organisations rather than 
governmental bodies. Consequently, the 
December conference will concentrate on 
forging political ties. 

The list of the organisations invited to 
Luanda ts certainly impressive. Apart from 
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the PLO, it includes Greece's victorious 
Pasok, the Cuban Communist Party. 
Malta's ruling Labour Party, the Italian 
Socialist Party, and the Soviet Union's 
influential Afro-Asian Solidarity Commit- 
tee. Those coming from Africa include 
delegations from the ruling parties of 
Algeria, Mozambique, Zambia, Tanzania. 
Guinea-Conakry, Benin, Togo. Congo and 
Chad. 

Some of the countries which Libya's 
plans in Africa most immediately concern 
have not heeded the Luanda call. The 
Libyan investment, however, looks as 
though it might pay off. Following Qad- 
dafi's success at the OAU Nairobi summit 
in smoothing the feathers his country’s 
intervention in Chad. and earlier in 
Uganda, had ruffled, the December confer- 
ence promises to provide Libya with a new 
propaganda platform. 
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LIQUIDITY PROBLEMS SEEN EASING 


London 8 DAYS in English No 45, 14 Nov 81 p 64 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


THERE JS optimism mi Tipe: banking cir- 
cles, followin last month's Opec meeting in 
Geneva, that the hquidity problems Libya 
has been experiencing are over Oil 
revenues had been slashed in half because 
of the international! oil crisis, and some for- 
eign contractors were recently reporting 
delaysin payment. But after the Opec meet- 
ing, which set a level of $34 w barrel for 
high-quality crudes like the Libyan product, 
Officials at the country’s central bank are 
showing visible signs of relict, and saying 
that whatever cash flow problems had 
existed, they were now a thing of the past. 
Some are even enthusiastically predicting 
that Inftings will get back to around I m bar- 
rels a day by the beginning of next year — 
although the oil companies are far less con- 
fident. The current level is 600,000 b/d. 

However. it seems that there are still 
some lingering .ash probiems. While top 
central bank officials are dismissive of 
rumours that lotrersat cre - 10 be stop- 
ped, they do not dens them outright. Libva 
has also taken out 2 $20m joan on the 
curomarkets. its first for mans vears. The 
seven-year loan, managed by the Bahrain- 
based Arab Banking Corporation (which is 
rartl owned by the Libvans and whose 
president. Abdulls Saudi was formerly in 
charge of the Libyan Arab Foreign Bank), 
iS Set at 42 per cent over Libor 

London bankers consider the rate some- 
what harsh. given Libya's financial credibil- 
tw The banks participating — all Arab 
Japanese or French — include UBAF. 
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BAIi. Gulf International Bank, Credit 
Lyonnais, Banque Européenne de Tokyo 
and the Kuwait Foreign Trading Contract- 
ing and Investment Company. 

What the loan ts intended for is unclear: 
admitted one ABC official: ‘It’s shrouded 
in secrecy.’ It is doubtful whether it has 
anything to do with cash flow problems — if 
that were the case, Libya would have gone 
through the IMF. And, as one US banker 
closely involved in dealings with I itwa 
noted: ‘If they really needed Mones, they 
wouldn't he looking for $200m: it's 2 te ar- 
Grop. The fact that the loan is not b: ing 
taken out by the Libyan Arab Foreign 
Bank. Tripoli’s normal international bank- 
ing channel, also argues against liquidity 
reasons. 

All the signs indicate that the Moncy is 
destined for use outside the country. The 
Libyan Arab Foreign Investment Company 
(LAFIC), which is taking the loan, was set 
up recently to manage all Libya's non- 
banking investments abroad: it has no 
involvement with projects within the coun- 
try. One project that the money could be 
armarked for is the 25-storey tower block 
the Libyans pian to build in New York. The 
butiding. to be called Libya House, will be 
sited im the heart of Manhattan and will 
provide offices and accommodation for 
Libya's UN mission. However. as a prop- 


erty Geal it falis within the scope of LAFICs | 


activities. 


i 
j 
| 


LIBYA 











INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT SEEN LEADING TO SELF SUFFICIENCY 


Valletta JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 30 Oct 81 p 6 


[Text | 


*During his recent visit to the Jamahiriya, the Pre- 
sident of Czechoslovakia, Gustav Husak, visited an 
agricultural project in Tajoura. Named Al Nasr, 
this project includes a milk processing plant and a 


Station for rearing cows. 


August saw the start of | year. This project also in- | 


production tests in the first | 


ures plant in Mara Breige. A 
similar project is still under 
construction. Ures is an 
industrial fertiliser and 90 
per cent of the production 
will be used to fertilise the 
soil with azote and nitrogen. 
Ures is also used in animal 
fodder and in other chemical 
fertilisers. 

Industrial activity increas- 
ed in September and a 
number of projects were 
inaugurated. There was the 
official opening of the first 
turkey farm in the Jama- 
hiriya which is able to pro- 
duce 40,000 turkeys each 
year. 129 such farms are to 
be built and the total produc- 
tion is expected to be i2 
million kilos of meat annual. 


ly. 
Joint-ventures 


Another project for 
poultry meat production was 
inaugurated in Al-Azizijah. 


| 





This project will be totally | 
completed in 73 months with | 


the aim of producing five 
million tons of meat annual- 
ly and also six and a half 
million hatching eggs every 





cludes the construction of a 


fodder plant producing at | 


the rate of 11 tons an hour. 

Also completed and of- 
ficially inaugurated was the 
fishing port at Misratha. 
This incorporates a large 
number of quays, 
workshops, cold storage and 
other — amenities. 

A factory was opened in 
Janzour for the production 
of perfumed soap. This is ex- 
pected to produce 2,000 tons 
of soap annually operating 
on one shift basis. Total 
production on a 24-hour 
basis will meet 80 per cent of 
the national demand. 

Meanwhile, a trade coope- 
ration agreement was signed 


with Tunisia which aims at. 


establishing joint-ventures. 
Talks were also held with the 
Italian Government for the 
development of communica- 
tions. Italy has a large 
amount of trade with Libya 
and better communications 
will help to quicken the in- 
dustrial development in 
which Italy is aiding. 





Amongst other projects we | 
may mention again the | 


domestic utensils factory 
which also incorporates a 
plant for the production of 
aluminium objects. 45 per 


N 
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cent of this factory’s produc- 
tion will be exported. There 
is also an agreement for the 
construction of a factory to 
produce cutlery. 

As a measure for the 
Revolution’s achievements, 
it can be said that a large 
number of projects produc- 
ing food, tobacco, cement, 
construction materials, 
cloth, leather goods, chemi- 
cals and petro-chemicals, ob- 
jects of glass and electricity 
fittings, are being operated. 
A large number of others are 
in an advanced stage of com- 
pletion. 


independent 


Meanwhile, during this 
month, two new industria! 
projects started operating in 
Tripoli. These are a factory 
producing stainless steel 
domestic utensils and a per- 
fumed soap factory. 

These are just a few of the 
projects listed in the Jama. 
hiriya industrail develop- 
ment plan aimed at making 
the country independent in 
the production and con- 
sumption field. 

In twelve years, the Libyan 
Revolution succeeded in 
changing 
from a consumer country 
dependent on imports con- 
trolled by monopolists, into 


an industrial country able to | 


prodice much of its needs. 


the Jamahiriya | 


In the years 1962 to 1970, 
the money voted for the 
industrial sector was only 
28.5 million Libyan dinars, 
making up roughly to just 
over 4 per cent of the total 
amount. The annual increase 
during this period was only 7 
per cent, which in industria} 
activities resulied in an in- 
crease from 10 million Li- 
byan dinars in 1962 to 19 
million in 1969. At the same 
time, the increase in oil 
revenues was i2 fold: 
1.e.from around 49 million it 
went up to 619 million 
dinars. 

The expenses voted for the 
construction of industries 
which started the change in 
Jamahiriya was about 900 


million dinars for the years 
1970 up to 1978. This was 13 
per cent of the total expense 
for development started by 
the Revolution. 


Thres stages 


The plan was programmed 


: in three stages. The first and 


initial stage which covered 
the years 1970/7! and 
1971/72 contained a three- 
fold increase in expenses on 
the year 1969/70. The second 
Stage covered the three years 
plan for 1973 up to 1975. 
During this period the 
number of investments ran 
up to 300 million dinars and 
Saw the completion of 18 
projects. 
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The third stage was the 
development plan for 
1976/80. The expenses voted 
for this plan were nearly | 
1,516 million dinars. 


This plan strategy in 


_ industrial development, was 


aimed ai giving priority to 
projects manufacturing 
primary domestic objects in 
a short time, so as to lessen 
imports. First on the list were 
basic metal industries, 
including two chemical com- 
plexes for the extraction of 
salts. 

The Revolution continued 
tO progress and this year saw 
the start of new projects and 
the completion of others. In 
July this year the Secretary 
for Heavy Industries signed a 
contract with the Jugoslav 
Government for a joint-ven- 
ture in managing and operat- 
ing an aluminium plant 
which wiil be built in the area 
of Alj-Nigat Al-Khums. The 
plant will be built on a 200 
acre site to project is to be 
built to Produce petroleum 
charcoal. This particular 
project will ‘employ 1,200 
producers. 
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BRIEFS 


INTERNATIONAL MARKET LOAN--A syndicate of seven banks, led by the Arab Banking 
Corporation, is arranging a $200 million Eurocredit for the newly formed Libyan 
Arab Foreign Investment Company (LAFIC). This has raised some eyebrows because 
loans to Libya in the international market are extremely rare, leading some bankers 
to speculate that the Libyans are seeking to establish a little more of a presence 
in the market. A more specific reason for the loan involves LAFIC, which is 
intended to promote foreign investment for Libya. LAFIC plans to devote its 
efforts to foreign equity investments and property holdings. These activities 
were formerly carried out by the Libyan Arab Foreign Bank, which now will be free 
to concentrate on traditional banking business. Arrangements for the seven-year 
loan are still at a preliminary stage. Libya had asked for an interest rate 
spread of 1/2 per cent above LIBOR but the spread may be increased to 3/4 per cent. 
Among the other banks reported to be taking part in the syndicate are Gulf 
International Bank, Banque Europeenne de Tokyo, Credit Lyonnais, Kuwait Foreign 
Trading, Contracting and Investment Company, Banque Arabe et Internationale 
d'Investissement (BAII) and Union des Banques Arabes et Francaises (UBAF). [Text] 
[Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 45, 9 Nov 81 p11] _ i 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA HEALTH AGREEMENT—-A cooperation agreement was signed in Tripoli 
28 October between Jamahiriyah and Czechoslovakia. It was signed by secretary 
of the General People's Committee for Health and the Czech health minister. 
[Text] [LD290222 Tripoli JANA in English 1837 GMT 28 Oct 8] LD] 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


PROSFECTS FOR PEACE PLAN DISCUSSED 
London AL“HAWADITH in Arabic No 1294, 21 Aug 81 pp 4-5 
(Article: "Is the Saudi Plan Being Turned Into an Arab Initiative?"] 


(Text] Prince Fahd Has Abolished the Open=Door Peace 
vettlement and Is Forcing the U.S. To Make a Definite 
Choice, 


Right after the issuance of the decisions of the summit conference in Baghdad 
(October 1978), the magazine U.S. NEWS AND WORLD REPORT published an extensive 
article dealing with Saudi Arabia, The bold headline on the front cover of the 
magazine, which appeared in conjunction with the article, questioned the real 
role which this Arab nation is playing in the Middle East crisis! 


This magazine, which follows the lead of the U.S. State Department, concluded 
that Saudi Arabia basically is not prowAmerican, but is instead creating for 
itself its own strategy which usually is described as one of moderation. [The 
article concluded that] this is the strategy, the foundations of which were 

set by King ‘Abd al-'Aziz Al Sa'ud, and by King Faysal after him, and the source 
of inspiration of which is a pan-Arab national position with all of its Pales- 
tinian dimensions and roots, especially with regard to the status of Jerusalem, 


The objective had in mind in disclosing Saudi Arabia's role at that particular 
time was to publicly state its political position taken at the above-mentioned 
conference and to categorize it as being one of the nations rejecting the Camp 
David agreements and any solution which does not take into consideration the 
legitimate rights of the Palestinian people--including giving the Palestinians 
an independent state with Eastern Jerusalem as its capital, 


The magazine, at the suggestion of the State Department, said that Washington 
must reassess its relations’ip with Saudi Arabia, particularly in view of the 
difference in viewpoints concerning the solutions suggested for the Middle 
East crisis, These are the solutions which favor non-recognition of the PLO, 
recognition of Israel within the framework of an open=-door peace settlement 
which would guarantee its survival, and granting Israel the right to exist as 
a social and historical entity which is organically part of the Middle Eastern 
region, 


Wl 














When the plan of Prince Fahd ibn ‘Abd al-'Aziz, the Saudi crown prince and first 
deputy prime minister, was published, it caused a lot of commotion among inter- 
national circles and in Arab capitals, This was particularly true because the 
interpretations which were given to this plan went beyond the text of the plan 
and expressed what was already in people's hearts. According to a Saudi official, 
what this meant was that the viewpoint from which some nations saw the essence 
of the plan indicated a political change with regard to these nations' position 
concerning Saudi Arabia rather than concerning the pian itself. For this reason, 
this initiative was interpreted within regional frameworks which were not without 
incrimination and slander, This, in his opinion, affects the basic issue which 
must be kept as the cornerstone in any solution or in any comprehensive settle- 
ment. As for differences with Saudi Arabia concerning some international issues, 
this tends to harm the national interest, 


Washington was the first to object to the plan. A White House spokesman said 
that Saudi Arabia "has come out with nothing new in the eight points which it 
has mentioned." The new things which Reagan's administration was referring to 
were what Alexander Haig, the secretary of state, had heard in Riyadh during 
his first trip there, Chancellor Schmidt related that he had been awakened 
early one morning and told that the attack which Israel was preparing against 
Syria would meet with a decisive position taken by the Arabs and that Saudi 
Arabia would be among the foremost Arab nations taking part in the battle--with 
all of its military, economic, and politicai means. Prince Sa'ud al-Faysal, 

the Saudi foreign minister, told him: "If the Reagan administration is serious 
in its efforts to achieve progress in the peace process in the Middle East, then 
it must offer some new ideas and not be content with the ideas which it inherited 
from the Carter administration," 


In saying this, Prince Sa‘'ud al-Faysal was referring to the difference in order 
of priorities with regard to the comprehensive strategic view of the security 

of the Middle East, Alexander Haig wanted to avoid a clash with Israel both for 
personal reasons (he seeks to be President of the U.S.) and for political reasons 
(he has to please the Zionist lobby), This is why he had put the Persian Gulf 
and che protection of its oil at the top of the list of priorities as far as the 
Western nations are concerned. 


However, Saudi officials told him that the basic danger is that Israel is 
inflexible and stubborn and that its expansionist aims will destroy all Western 
interests lin the Middle East], including the interests of both Europe and the 
U.S. 


On his way back to Washington, Haig stopped off in Europe and heard statements 
which were similar to these. It appears that the promise which he had made to 
himself to attempt to change the new U.S. view of the Middle East crisis has not 
been kept. Proof of this is the fact that Secretary of State Haig, at the 
conference in Mexico, told the ministers of 22 nations that the 24 July truce in 
Lebanon would have its effect on the Camp David negotiations. A short time later, 
Reagan, in the presence of Sadat, said that the Camp David agreements were still 
the correct framework for a settlement of the Middle East crisis, 
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Commentators say tha i 
expressed and the date of the publication of Prince Fahd's plan which he announced 
on Saturday, 8 August of this year via the Saudi News Acency. What this means is 
that this announcement constituted a Co the negotiations which had taken 
place with Sadat and constituted an extended announcement concerning the series 
of discussions which he would be conductine with Reagan later on, that is, after 
Reagan meets with Menachem Begin and K 
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Israel, The first reaction came over the radio, and it was essen Y as 
follows: Prince Fahd's plan is a plot against Israel because its objective is 
to liquidate Israel in stages, It aims to do this by means of getting the 
Israel Defense Forces to leave the West Bunk and to grant Israel's Palest 
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a state of peace in the Middle East, to be followed by the proclamation of the 
Palestinian state and the withdrawal of Israel from all of the occupied lands. 
But al-Habib al-Shati, the secretary general of the Islamic Conference Organiza- 
tion, views the plan as follows: "It is a unique Opportunity for the Western 
nations, especially the U.S." He also described the plan as "having broken the 
deadlock concerning the future of the region since it represents the deci ions 
made by the Islamic summit meetings at Mecca and al-Ta'if," 


Reactions came from the Gulf area, and the general principles of the plan were 
welcomed by Bahrain, Qatar, and Kuwait. Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad said: "The speech 
by Prince Fahd has set a new framework for cooperation with Washington. His 
speech expresses a new political orientation which contains a qualitative and 
objective change." He also expressed his belief that the U.S. position which 
supports Israel will remain as it is unless the Arab nations, all together, 
hasten to take a political position vis-a-vis the U.S. and its interests in the 
Arab world. 


This is what impelled most of the newspapers in the Gulf area to demand quick 
action to transform the Saudi plan into a pan-Arab initiative and to strive 
toward mobilizing strong Islamic and Arab support for it, Some Gulf newspapers 
also demanded that the upcoming summit conference issue a political statement 
which would force the U.S. to make a definite choice. 


In Seirut the Islamic Bloc and the National Front for the Preservation of the 
South saw this plan as an initiative for solving the crisis of the area and as 
a significant event which puts the Arab cause on a new path. For this reason, 
Arab authorities were called upon to critically examine the positive features 
contained in the plan for the purpose of utilizing it to further the interests 
of the Arabs, 


Viewing the plan from this angle does not mean interpreting the plan as a new 
formula for preserving the Arab nature of Jerusalem, affirming the rights of 
the Palestinians, and protecting the occupied territories, It really means 
seeing the plan from the point of view of Saudi Arabia's position of power in 
the world. After Egypt's exit [from this position of power], Saudi Arabia 
became the nation concerned with decisions concerning war and peace in the 
area, Every time Israel prepared te launch a fifth war--and this occurred more 
than four times, according to the newspaper JERUSALEM POST--it was Saudi pressure 
on the U.S. which postponed this Israeli military decision, In the 1973 war it 
was the position taken by Saudi Arabia, in addition to the oil-producing Gulf 
states, wnich gave the eastern front its international thrust and effect. 


That is why it is said that the initiative of Prince Fahd ibn ‘Abd ale'Aziz 
which has encountered some objections on the part of Arab and Palestinian forces, 
has provided new bases for talks to be held with the U.S. administration, [The 
bases for] these talks could be summarized as follows: 


1, The Arabs have been given an initiative, other than the international 
initiatives, which they can [use and] modify as a basis for a just and compre- 
hensive solution [for the Middle East problem], 











2. The initiative abolishes all the circumstan 
Kissinger in 1973, These are the circumstan 
separate open-door peace settlement. This p 
permissible for any Arab nation to make a separa 
means that any future solution wo 
Palestinians and the views of all 


which were created by Henry 
ied to Camp David and the 


3. This comprehensive solution automatically abclishes the step-by-step policy 
which was utilized by the U.S. to destroy the unity of the Arab ranks 


4, [The plan means] arriving ata d e S 
year, otherwise the positions taken by mt nations of the region will undergo 

a radical change. The purpose of all of this is to hatelh t D1li 
Palestinian state in the West Bank before the West Bank is made Jewish by means 
of the plan of Sharon, the minister of defense, who was the Israeli official who 
most violently attacked the Saudi initiative since it represented a threat to 
his dreams. 
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It is true that the cease-fire agreement is one of the results achieved by the 
intervention which took place due to national inspiration based on firm convictions 
concerning the basis of the Arab-Israeli conflict. "But," laccording to Prince 
Fahd], "the decision to have the cease~fire does not mean that the Palestinian 
people have ceased marching along the path toward achieving their rights. This 
decision was made necessary by particular human circumstances at a particular 
critical time because our national commitment to the Palestine cause made it 
obligatory for us to act to save innocent lives which were being snuffed out 

by Israeli airplanes." 


Saudi Arabia found that this was a suitable time for making particular proposals 
for a solution to the Palestine problem. It pointed out the basic tenets which 
have been the basis of its policy regarding the reality of the conflict with 
Israel, The proposals made by Prince Fahd do remind one of what was proposed 

in the past and some of them are inspired by summit meetings and UN decisions. 
But this particular version of [the proposals for] the solution gives the 
proposals a distinctive dimension at this particular time. These proposals 

are coming out before Prince Fahd's expected visit to Washington, and it is 

as if he wanted to publish the agenda of his talks with President Reagan in 
advance so that there would not be a repetition of what occurred with President 
Carter when he stated that "no Arab leader had ever suggested to him the idea 

of establishing a Palestinian state." Prince Fahd's plan will also be a new 
standard by which to test the intentions of the Reagan administration, particu- 
larly when he stresses that the time has come for the U.S. to be "less biased in 
favor of Israel and more just in its attitude towards the Arabs." 


If the Republican administration right now is busy reordering priorities 
concerning the Middle East and making oil a top priority, then the reality 

of the situation requires making use of this new situation by means of making 
the U.S. position more pliable and flexible vis-a-vis the Arab position in order 
to safeguard the rights of the Arabs. 


Thus the new effort has not been to induce the U.S. to join ranks with the Arabs, 
but rather to induce the U.S, to recognize what it so far has refused to recog= 
nize--that the right of the Palestinians to self-determination constitutes the 
normal basis for the solution [to the Middle East problem] and that events have 
proven that it is necessary to open a dialogue with the PLO. The fact is that 
the “implied" U.S. plan to acknowledge the role of the PLO is only emerging 
because of pressure, This plan crystallized somewhat during the latter part 

of President Carter's administration, The process of U.S.-Palestinian contacts 
would have resulted in recognition if the deal had taken place as planned=-that 
is, the deal concerning freeing the American hostages who were being held in 
the U.S. Embassy in Iran, According to this secret arrangement, Yasir ‘Arafat 
himself was to deliver the hostages to the White House, and this development 
was to be a natural prelude to contacts, recognition, and negotiations, on the 
basis that everything else would come later, 


But this process failed=-certainly due to Khomeyni! 


Right now, who is there that is able to undertake the role of building the bridge 
between the U.S. and the Palestinians? The Palestinians are the ones who are 





foremost concerned by the decision, The Americans are in a position to take this 
decision and develop it. And the Europeans are in a position to help undertake 
the role of intermediary, on the basis of the fact that a European channel leading 
to the solution would be automatically linked to the U.S, channel, So far nothing 
has happened to indicate that President Reagan's administration has made a clear 
and definite plan concerning its policy in the Middle East. So far its top 
priority has been the matter of relations with the Soviet Union. Starting now, 
and till the end of this year, President Reagan is scheduled to be visited by a 
number of Arab leaders so that he can complete his picture of the situation, 

Then the U.S. administration will proceed to prepare its own ideas and concepts 
concerning a solution for the Middle East crisis, For this reason, the current 
phase is one of fluidity and lack of decision, since the hope is that the "plan" 
will be ready by the beginning of next year. But there is absolutely nothing 

to prevent new developments from occurring before this deadline, which could 
render useless all of the analyses that have been made so far concerning the 
Middle East--so that the Arabs will not be called upon again to wait for the 
realization of a false hope! 











SUDAN 


CENTRAL REGION AGRICULTURE PROJECT DEDICATED 
Khartoum SUNA DAILY BULLETIN in English 1 Nov 81 pp 11-12 


[Text] Damazine, Nov 1 (SUNA)--On behalf of President Nimeri the Central Region 
Governor Abdel Rahim Mahmoud opened yesterday the Damazine project for Agricul- 
Cure and Animal production. 


J 


Attended the occasion were, "the guardian of the project" H.E the Saudi Prince 


Mohamed El Faisal Al Saud ond the region's officials. 


Mahmoud speaking at the op pening ceremony said that the May Revolution has drawn 
from the principles and higher ideals of Islam all what would boost the ties 
of friendship and brotherhood between the Arab and Islamic nations. 


The Revolution's call for Arab solidarity as well as Afro-Arab solidarity was to 
realize peace and stability through the economic integration for th enefit 
of the Arab nation and the mankind as the whole, he added. 

endeavours 


Mahmoud went on saying that the project confirms all t 
for the exploitation of the possible resources to con 
growing need for food in the world. 


2 
Curing the 


On the other hand, H.E. the Saudi Prince in statement to SUNA, praised the great 
achievement scored in the project and expressed his admiration over what had 
been achieved as well as his wi illingness to go ahead in promoting the project. 


Hs 


He added that the project was a fruit of the Saudi-Sudanese cooperat 


peaking at the occasion was also the Vice Chairman of the projects Board 
Fat ha Rahman El Beshir who said that, the project has economic and socia goals 
as well as to realize food abundancy for Ar nat 


He added that the project resembles a leading experiment for the fruitful coopera- 
tion and integration between the Saudi and Sudanese private sectors. Thus it 

had been considered to be the unique example for the Sudanese-Arab future 
cooperation. 

It is to be recalled that the cultivated area of the 500,000 feddan-project this 
season reached /0,000 feddan to be raised to 219,000 feddan in 87/88 season. 

The cost of the project's first phase reached $36 illions. 











SUDAN 


‘BRIEFS 


CONVENTIONAL AGRICULTURE PROGRAM--Khartoum, Nov. 4 (SUNA)--Agriculture, Food 
and Natural Resources Minister Dr. Omer El Amin Mohamed announced his Ministry 
would implement a $100 million programme in irrigated agriculture and animal 
resources during the coming 10 years. The Minister was speaking here yesterday 
to farmers representatives of the conventional irrigated and mechanized agricul- 
ture sector. Dr. Mohamed said the state would provide the needs of farmers 

in this section. Some 1,000 tractors would be imported to be distributed to 
farmers, he added. The Minister praised the efforts of the farmers in the 
irrigated sector despite the low potentials and the little attention given to 
this particular sector. He added that the coming season would witness an 
abundant produce through increased effort and the commitment of the state to 
provide all requirements of production. The Minister welcomed the formation 

of farmers" cooperative societies and promised to extend a helping hand to 
enable these cooperative societies function as required. The meeting was 
attended by State Minister of Agriculture Dr. Mohd. Hassan El Jak. [Text ] 
(Khartoum SUNA DAILY BULLETIN in English 4 Nov 81 pp 10-11] 


UW 
~ 


POR. cnn / 
CSO: 4) JU | 


Oo 
Lw 











TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 


LABOR LEADER PARDONED--Tunis, 30 Nov (AFP)--Veteran trade union leader Habib Achour 
received a presidential pardon today for his role in a general strike and subsequent 
riots in Tunisia in January 1978 and was named president of the country's trade union 
federation. Mr Achour, 68, former secretary-general of the Tunisian General Workers’ 
Union (UGTT), who has been under house arrest, was the only trade union leader 
convicted in connection with the unrest not so far pardoned by President Habib 
Bourguiba. The move was announced by President Bourguiba during a meeting at che 
palace of Carthage with the former leader of the UGIT and members of its executive 
bureau. Mr Achour, who is also vice-president of the Brussels-based International 
Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU), was today also named president of the 
UGTT by its national council, thus returning to the head of Tunisia's labour move- 
ment from which he was ousted after the events of January 1978. [Text] [NC301343 
Paris AFP in English 1321 GMT 30 Nov 81] 
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NEW MILITARY DIMENSION EXAMINED 


WESTERN SAHARA 


London 8 DAYS in English No 44, 7 Nov 81 pp 22-23 


[Text ] 


THE SURPRISE ATTACK. in mid 
October, by a powerful armoured column 
of Polisario guerrillas on the well-fortified 
Moroccan garrison at Guelta Zemmur. has 
raised questions as to the viability of the 
OAU referendum to determine the future 
of the former Spanish colony 

The Algerian-backed Polisario emp- 
loyed., for the first time, heavy battle tanks. 
reportedly of the Soviet T54 class. as well as 
SAM6 and SAMB8 anti-aircraft missiles — 
with devastating effect. The Polisario col- 
umn not only overran the 1.800-strong 
Moroccan position. but also managed to 
shoot down two Mirage F! jet fighters anda 
Hercules C130 plane fitted with sophisti- 
cated electronic surveillance equipment 

It seems clear that the Saharan war is no 
longer merely a guerrilla conflict. The 
Polisario is increas ngly able ti match 
Moroccan firepower. Nonetheless. Polis- 
ano commanders stil strike with grea! 
stealth and quickly withdraw their forces t 
avoid providing Moroccan aircraft with 
Casy targets Now. however, the Moroccans 
will be more cautious before engaging their 
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adapt tactics to the new conditions engen- 
dered by the Moroccan strategy of building 
a defensive rampart across the Sahara to 
check guerrilla movements: Guelta Zem- 
mur is 100kra southeast of the protective 
wall surrounding the Saharan heartland, 
and close to the Mauritanian frontier. 

When recently asked by 8 Days in 
Algeria if the Moroccan-built wall had 
effectively turned the tide of the c: nflict in 
favour of Morocco’s armed forces, P phisarw 
Minister of Information Mohammed Salem 
Ould Saleck said: ‘In the past we have 
always been able to counter any new 
Moroccan tactic or weapon, and I can 
assure you that this time the situation will 
not be any different 

Even if the Moroccan wall remains intact. 
the Polisario has inflicted a severe setback 
rces. The guerril- 
las will undoubtedly attempt to smash the 


on the Moroccan armed f 


wall at a weak point and force a withdrawal 
of Moroccan units to the few remaining 
towns under their control. Moreover, the 
Polisario’s ability to hold Moroccan air- 
power in check will be a crucia! factor in the 
next phase of the war 

King Hassan has attempted to use the 
Guelta Zemmur attack to reconcile 
Morocco’s internal political differences 
The riots last June. and the arrest of leading 
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The USFP feared that the king had made 
too many concessions at the Nairobi OAU 
summit conference, and urged that a more 
prudent approach be adopted. In particular, 
they are worried that Hassan is under strong 
pressure trom the progressive sector of the 
business community, symbolised by ex- 
premier Ahmed Osman (the king's 
brother-in-law), and international financial 
Organisations 

The war is a serious drain on the kirg- 
dom s economy. costing an estimated $3ma 
day. Social pressure 1s growing for a more 
equitable distribution of wealth, and vari- 
ous politicians and economic planners are 
pleading the case for peace and. conse- 
quently. economic expansion so that badly 
needed reform measures can be introduced 

King Hassan has tried to mollify the 
opposition by declaring that after Guelta 
Zemmur he no longer feels bound by the 
resolutions of the Nairobi summit. So far, 
however, there are no indications that he 
really intends to backtrack on the OAU 
peace process, although a number of basic 
points such as the ceasefire, the exact 


referendum procedure and international 
Supervision still remain to be worked out 

nteresting!,. Rabat did not accuse either 
Algeria or Libya of encouraging the 

tisario to attack Guelta Zemmur. 
perhaps Decause King Hassan does not 
want a diplomatic incident with Algie’s or 
Iripol to interfere with the Arab Le xzue 
conference scheduled totake place in Rabat 
at the end of November 
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On the other hand, the Moroccans 
accused Mauritania not only of abetting 
Polisario forces, but also of sending military 
forces to bolster Saharan guerrillas. French 
cipiomatic sources in Paris told 8 Days that 
they practically ruled out this being the case 
as President Khouna Ould Haydalla’s gov- 
ernment has no interest in being involved in 
the war. 

Having signed a peace treaty with the 
Polisario in August 1979, Mauritanian offi- 
cials have tried to maintain strict neutrality. 
This has not prevented a steady deteriora- 
tion mn relations between Nouakchott and 
Rabat, which culminated in a Moroccan- 
backed coup attempt against Ould Haydalla 
in March. Diplomatic relations were offi- 
cially restored at June's Islamic summit con- 
ference in Taif, but Foreign Minister 
Dahane Ould Mahinoud was sacked for this 
initiative, which was judged as premature 
by Mauritariia’s ruling military committee. 
Only one, junior, Moroccan diplomat 1s 
currently in Nouakchott, and the weekly 
Royal Air Maroc flight to Mauritania has 
not been inaugurated. 

Mauritanian officials are seriously wor- 
ried about further destabilisation attempts 
by their powerful neighbour. and are hop- 
ing that American influence in Rabat will 
temper the anti- Mauritanian campaign cur- 
rentiy going on 
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